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        Maureen A. Donnelly 
        Secretary  
        Florida International  University 
        College of Arts & Sciences 
        11200 SW 8th St. - ECS 450 
        Miami, FL 33199 
        maureen.a.donnelly@gmail.com 
        305.348.1235 
 
5 June 2015 
 
The ASIH Board of Governor's is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, 15 July 2015 from 5:00 – 
7:00 pm in Crystal 1 & 2 of the Grand Sierra Resort and Hotel. 
 
President Allen plans to move blanket acceptance of all reports included in this book that cover 
society business for 2014 and 2015 (in part).  The book includes the candidate information for 
the 2015 elections that will take place after the meeting via electronic voting through Allen 
Press. The Board of Governors will vote on the candidates for the four awards committees during 
the meeting in 2015.  
 
Governors can ask to have items exempted from blanket approval.  These exempted items will be 
acted upon individually.  We will also act individually on items exempted by the Executive 
Committee during their meeting.   
 
Please remember to bring a version of this booklet with you to the meeting. Wireless internet 
access will be  provided to all JMIH 2015 attendees and the Twitter hashtag for the meeting is 
#JMIH15. 
 
Please contact me directly (email is best - maureen.a.donnelly@gmail.com) with any questions 
you may have.  Please notify me if you will not be able to attend the meeting so I can share your 
regrets with the Governors. I leave for Reno on 8 July 2015 so try to contact me before that date 
if possible.  
 
The Annual Business Meeting will be held on Saturday 18 July 2015 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in 
Crystal 1&2 of the Grand Sierra Resort and Hotel.  Please plan to attend both the BOG meeting 
and Annual Business Meeting.    
 
I look forward to seeing you in Reno.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maureen A. Donnelly 
ASIH Secretary 
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ASIH BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2014 
 
 

           Past Presidents    Executive  Elected Officers 
       Committee  (not on EXEC) 
 
Beaupre, S.J.  Matthews, W.J.  Allen, L.G.  Buth, D.G. 
Burr, M.B.  Mayden, R.L.   Beachy, C.K.  Chakrabarty, P. 
Cannatella, D.C. McDiarmid, R.W.  Beaupre, S.J.  Espinoza, R.E. 
Cashner, R.C.  Mushinsky, H.R.  Donnelly, M.A. Grande, T.   
Cohen, D.M.  Page, L.M.   Litzgus, J.D.  Kerby, J. 
Collette, B.B.  Parenti, L.R.   Martin, F.D.  Klepadlo, C. 
Douglas, M.E.  Pietsch, T.W.   Matthews, W.J. Lannoo, M.J.  
Frost, D.R.  Pough, F.H.   Retzer, M.  Litzgus, J.D. 
Gilbert, C.R.  Rabb, G.G.   Shaffer, H.B.  Martin, K.L. 
Greene, H.W.  Robins, C.R.      Orr, J.W. 
Greenfield, D.W. Rosenblatt, R.H.     Reis, R.E.  
Gregory, P.T.  Savage, J.M.      Schaefer, J. 
Hanken, J.  Savitzky, A.H.      Siegel, D.S 
Highton, R.  Scott, W.B.      Smith, W.L. 
Hutchison, V.H. Smith, G.R.      Snodgrass, J.M.      
Inger, R.F.  Trueb, L.      Stuart, B. 
Lundberg, J.G.  Wake, M.H. 
  
    
 
 
 
Class of 2014       Class of 2015          Class of 2016    Class of 2017        Class of 2018 
 
Armbruster, J.W. Crumly, C.R.   Allen, L.G.    Burbrink, F.T.     Baldwin, C.C. 
Bauer, A.M. Espinoza, R.E.    Austin, C.C.    Conway, K.W.     Craig, M.T.  
Berra, T. Friel, J.P.     Bevier, C.R.    Douglas, M.R.      de Queiroz, K. 
Boone, M.D. Marsh-Matthews, E.  Cashner, M.F.     Montgomery, C.E.   Diaz, R.E. 
Chakrabarty, P. Munroe, T.A.    Doody, J.S.     Neighbors, M.A.     Leaché, A.D.  
Crother, B.I. Paterson, A.              Ferraris, C.J.      Rocha, L.A.     López, J.A.  
Hartel, K.E. Pyron, M.    Fontenot, C.L.    Ross, S.T.     Piller, K.R.  
Hillis, D.M. Richter, S.C.   Schaefer, S.A.    Siegel, D.S.              Pyron, R.A.  
Mabee, P. Webb, J.                     Snyder, A.M.    Watkins-             Turner, T.F. 
Parris, M. White, M.E.   Spencer, C.L.        Colwell, G.J.        Willson, J.D.           Watling, J.I.             Watling, J.I.               
                                Watling, J.I.   
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Officers – 2014 
 

President – H. Bradley Shaffer 
President-Elect – Larry G. Allen 
Past President – William J. Matthews 
Prior Past President – Steven J. Beaupre 
Secretary – Maureen A. Donnelly 
Treasurer – F. Douglas Martin 
Editor – Christopher Beachy 
 

Copeia Staff – 2014 
 

Editor – Christopher Beachy 
Production Editor – Kathleen Smith 
Figure Editor – Wm. Leo Smith 
General Ichthyology Editor – Roberto Reis 
General Ichthyology Editor – Donald G. Buth 
General Herpetology Editor – Michael J. Lannoo 
General Herpetology Editor – Bryan Stuart 
General Herpetology Editor – Jacob Kerby 
Ecology and Ethology Editor – Jacob Schaefer 
Ecology and Ethology Editor – Joel Snodgrass 
Ecology and Ethology Editor – Jacqueline Litzgus 
Genetics, Development and Morphology Editor – Wm. Leo Smith 
Genetics, Development and Morphology Editor – Dustin Siegel 
Genetics, Development and Morphology Editor – Terry Grande 
Physiology and Physiological Ecology Editor – Karen Martin 
Index Co-Editor – Cynthia Klepadlo 
Index Co-Editor – Jay W. Orr 
Book Review Editor Ichthyology – Prosanta Chakrabarty 
Book Review Editor Herpetology – Robert E. Espinoza 
 

ASIH Committees - 2014 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Michael E. Douglas - med@inhs.uiuc.edu (Chair) 
Members: Steven J. Beaupre, William J. Matthews 
 
COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 
Jon Armbruster - armbrjw@auburn.edu (Chair) 
Members: Hank Bart, Jacqueline Litzgus  
 
COMMITTEE ON GRADUATE STUDENT PARTICIPATION    
Shab Mohammadi - shab.mohammadi@usu.edu (Chair) 
Abbigail Nicholson - aenicholson1s@semo.edu (Chair-elect) 
Justin Rheubert  - justin.rheubert00@gmail.com (Secretary)  
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Book Raffle Committee: 
Malorie Hayes – malorie.hayes@auburn.edu (Chair) 
William Ludt – mbludt@gmail.com  
Workshop committee 
Aaron Geheber – aaron.d.geheber-1@ou.edu 
James Cureton – james.c.cureton.ii@gmail.com 
Travel awards organizer – Drew Davis – drew.davis@usd.edu 
Conservation Committee Representatives:  Luke Bower (Luke.Bower@selu.edu), Laura Jackson 
(laura.jackson-2@selu.edu) 
Long Range Planning & Policy Commmittee Representatives: Caleb McMahan 
(cmcmah2@tigers.lsu.edu), Malorie Hayes (malorie.hayes@auburn.edu) 
Web Content Coordinator – Thaddeus Buser - tbuser@alaska.edu  
 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Frank McCormick - FMcCormick@fs.fed.us (Chair) 
Members: Matt Aresco, Jonathan Baskin, Luke Bower (student member), Noel Burkhead, Todd 
Campbell, Jacque Carter, Barry Chernoff, Walt Courtenay, Anna George, David Green, Harry 
Greene, Pat Gregory, Gene Helfman, Karen Lips, Bill Loftus, Nick Mandrak, Joe Mitchell, 
Henry Mushinsky, Jack Musick, Joe Nelson, Phil Pister, George Rabb, Stephen Richter, Al 
Savitzky, Brad Shaffer, Gerald (Jerry) Smith, Peter Unmack, Steve Walsh, Laura Jackson 
(student member), Mel Warren, Jim Williams  
 
EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
Michael Pauers - michael.pauers@uwc.edu (Chair) 
Members: Mollie Cashner, Prosanta Chakrabarty, Carol Johnston, Elizabeth Marchio (student 
member), Rod Williams 
 
ENDOWMENT and FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Michael Retzer - michaelretzer@sbcglobal.net (Chair) 
Members:  Frank Pezold (2011-2014), Linda Ford (2013-2016), Kathleen Cole (2014-2016), F. 
Douglas Martin (Ex Officio), Jacqueline Litzgus (Ex Officio) 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
H. Bradley Shaffer - brad.shafer@ucla.edu (Chair & President) 
Members: Larry G. Allen (President-Elect), William J. Matthews(Past President), Steven J. 
Beaupre (Prior Past President), Jacqueline Litzgus (Chair of LRPP) Christopher Beachy (Editor), 
Michael Retzer (Chair of ENFC), Maureen Donnelly (Secretary), F. Douglas Martin (Treasurer)  
 
HENRY S. FITCH AWARD COMMITTEE 
Darrel R. Frost – frost@amnh.org (Chair) 
Members: Karen R. Lips (2013-2015), Richard Seigel (2014-2016)  
 
GAIGE FUND AWARD COMMITTEE 
Nicole Valenzuela - nvalenzu@iastate.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Christopher Tracy (2013-2015), Karen Lips (2014-2016) 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE 
Christopher Parkinson – Parkinson@ucf.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Matthew Parris, Alan Savitzky 
 
HONORARY FOREIGN MEMBER IN HERPETOLOGY 
Darrel R. Frost – frost@amnh.org (Chair) 
Members:  Aaron Bauer, Maureen A. Donnelly 
 
ICHTHYOLOGICAL ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE 
Edie Marsh-Matthews – emarsh@ou.edu (Chair) 
Members:   Nate Frassen, Michael Heithaus, Alexandra Snyder 
 
ICHTHYOLOGICAL AND HERPETOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE  
Mark Sabaj Pérez - sabaj@acnatsci.org (Chair) 
Symposium Subcommittee:  Greg Watkins-Colwell (gregory.watkins-colwell@yale.edu ), Mark 
Sabaj Pérez (sabaj@acnatsci.org ) 
Newsletter Subcommittee: H. J. Walker - hjwalker@ucsd.edu (Chair) Members:  Cynthia 
Klepadlo, Rob Robins, Lou Van Guelpen, Matthew T. Craig   
Supplies and Practices Subcommittee: Nelson Rios -  nelson@museum.tulane.edu (Chair)  
Members:  Andy Bently, Barbara Brown, Ben Frable, J. Tom Giermakowski, Mary Anne 
Rogers, Jessica Rosales, Mark Sabaj Pérez, Gregory Schneider, Randy Singer, Ken Thompson, 
Lou Van Guelpen 
Ichthyological & Herpetological Data Standards Subcommittee: Jeffrey T. Williams - 
WILLIAMSJT@si.edu (Chair)  
Members:  Stanley D. Blum, Paulo Andrea Buckup, David Catania, Dean Hendrickson, 
Katherine Pearson Maslenikov, Richard Pyle, Nelson Rios, Jens V. Vindum 
 
JOINT ASIH-AFS COMMITTEE ON NAMES OF FISHES 
Lawrence M. Page - lpage1@ufl.edu (Chair) 
Members: Carole Baldwin, Lloyd Findley, Carter Gilbert, Karsten Hartel, Juan Jacobo 
Schmitter-Soto, Robert Lea, Nicholas Mandrak, H.J. Walker 
 
ROBERT K. JOHNSON AWARD COMMITTEE 
Henry L. Bart - hbartjr@tulane.edu (Chair) 
Members: Robert E. Espinoza (2013-2015), Kathleen Cole (2014-2016) 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING AND POLICY COMMITTEE  
Jacqueline Litzgus - jlitzgus@laurentian.ca (Chair) 
Members: Carol Johnston, Stephen T. Ross, Frederick Zaidan III (Chair-elect for 2015), Michael 
Retzer (Ex Officio)  
 
MEETING MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Henry Mushinsky - mushinsk@usf.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Kyle Piller, Marlis R. Douglas  
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JOSEPH S. NELSON AWARD COMMITTEE 
Larry G. Allen - larry.allen@csun.edu (Chair) 
Members: Cristina Cox Fernandes (2013-2015), Lynne Parenti (2014-2016)   
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Carol Spencer - atrox@berkeley.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Chad Montgomery, Mark Sabaj Pérez, Theodore Pietsch 
 
PUBLICATION POLICY COMMITTEE 
Christopher K. Beachy – copeia@selu.edu (Chair) 
Members: all Associate Editors and Book Review Editors 
 
RANEY FUND AWARD COMMITTEE 
Michael Collyer - michael.collyer@wku.edu (Chair)  
Members: Paula Raelynn Deaton (2013-2015), Kevin Conway (2014-2016) 
 
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
Frank McCormick – fmccormick@fs.fed.us (Chair) 
Members:  Matthew Craig, Kirsten Nicholson 
 
ROBERT H. GIBBS, JR. MEMORIAL AWARD COMMITTEE 
Richard Vari - varir@si.edu (Chair) 
Members: Brian Sidlauskas (2013-2015), G. David Johnson (2014-2016) 
 
STUDENT AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Larry G. Allen - larry.allen@csun.edu (Co-Chair) 
Emily Taylor – etaylor@calpoly.edu 
Members: Stoye & Storer Judges: To Be Announced at Annual Banquet  
 
WEB CONTENT AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Steven J. Beaupre – sbeaupre@uark.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Maureen Donnelly (ex officio), Melissa Gibbs, John Lundberg, Margaret Neighbors, 
Brian Sidlauskas, Jacqueline Webb 
 
HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
David G. Smith - smithd@si.edu (Co-Chair) 
Joseph C. Mitchell - dr.joe.mitchell@gmail.com (Co-Chair) 
Members: Inci Bowman, Vic Hutchison, Leo Smith, Susan Walls  
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASIH 
Eric Hilton – ehilton@vims.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Joe Mitchell, David Smith, Chris Beachy, Inci Bowman, Mark Sabaj Perez, Henry 
Mushinsky, Martha Crump, William Matthews, Maureen Donnelly 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON ASIH MEMBERSHIP 
Brian Sidlauskas – brian.sidlauskas@oregonstate.edu (Chair) 
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Members:  David Cundall, J. Sean Doody, Richard Durtsche, Lynne Parenti, Melissa Pilgrim, 
Luiz Rocha, Scott Schaefer, Mollie Cashner, Malorie Hayes (student) 
 
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COPEIA 
Jacqueline Webb – Jacqueline_Webb@uri.edu (Chair) 
Members:  Donald Buth, Kathleen Cole, Wm. Leo Smith, Christopher Beachy, Caleb McMahan 
(student) 
 
REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER SOCIETIES  
 
AMERICAN ELASMOBRANCH SOCIETY - Ed Heist - edheist@siu.edu  
AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY – Marlis R. Douglas – mrd1@uark.edu, Michael E. 
Douglas – med1@uark.edu 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES - Alan Savitzky - asavitzk@odu.edu 
BIOONE - Carole Baldwin - BALDWINC@si.edu  
HERPETOLOGISTS' LEAGUE - Alan Savitzky - asavitzk@odu.edu 
NATURAL SCIENCE COLLECTIONS ALLIANCE - Larry M. Page - lpage1@ufl.edu 
SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS - Luiz 
Rocha - lrocha@calacademy.org  
SOCIETY FOR STUDY OF AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES - Alan Savitzky - 
asavitzk@odu.edu 
 
 
 
 
      



 

 

8 

Reports and Agenda for the 2015 Meeting of the Board of 
Governors of the American Society of Ichthyologists and 

Herpetologists 
 

Organization and Announcements 
 
1.  Call to order - President Allen 
 
2.  Governors Sign In - Secretary Donnelly 
 
3.  Distribution of late reports or additions to reports - Secretary Donnelly 
 
4.  Messages of regret from absentee governors - Secretary Donnelly 
 
5.  Call for motion to approve minutes of 2014 meeting of the Board of Governors as published 
in Copeia 2014:780-787 (see Appendix E) - President Allen 
 
6.  Announcement of appointment of Resolutions Committee - President Allen 
 
7.  Announcement of Stoye and Storer Award Judges (names withheld until Annual Business 
Meeting) - President-Elect Donnelly 
 
8.  Future annual meetings – Governor Henry Mushinsky 
 2016 – New Orleans, LA (Marriott on Canal St.) 
 2017 – Austin, TX (The Renaissance in the Arboretum District) 
 2018 – To Be Determined During the 2015 Meeting 
   

Reports 
 

Reports of Officers 
 
9.  EXEC:  Summary of EXEC Meeting 15 July 2015 - M.A. Donnelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -- 
 
10.  SECR:  SECRETARY - M.A. Donnelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
 
11.  TREA:  TREASURER – F.D. Martin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
 
12.  EDIT:  EDITOR - C.K. Beachy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
 
13.  PRES:  PRESIDENT’S REPORT – L.G. Allen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
 
14.  PPRE:  PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT – H.B. Shaffer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21 
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Reports of Committees 
 
15.  PUBC:  Publications Committee - C.K. Beachy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
 
16.  ENFC:  Endowment & Finance Committee - M. Retzer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
 
17.  EXEC:  Executive Committee - M.A. Donnelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

 
18.  GFAC:  Gaige Fund Award Committee – C. Tracey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
 
19.  GSPC:  Committee on Graduate Student Participation – S. Mohammadi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
 
20.  HSFC:  Henry S. Fitch Award Committee – K.R. Lips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 
 
21.  JSNC:  Joseph S. Nelson Award Committee – C. Cox Fernandes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
 
22.  LRPP:  Long Range Planning & Policy Committee – J. Litzgus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32 
 
23.  MMPC:  Meetings Management Committee - H.R. Mushinsky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
 
24.  NOMC:  Nominating Committee – T.W. Pietsch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 
 
25.  RFAC:  Raney Fund Award Committee – R. Deaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

 
26.  RHGC:  Robert H. Gibbs, Jr. Memorial Award Committee – B. Sidlauskas . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
 
27.  RKJC:  Robert K. Johnson Award Committee – R.E. Espinoza. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
 
28.  AES:  Representative to the American Elasmobranch Society - E.J. Heist . . . . . . . . .  . . . .37 
 
29.  AFSR:  Representatives to the American Fisheries Society – M.E. Douglas and 
                     M.R. Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 
 
30. AUDC:  Audit Committee – M.E. Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
 
31.  AIBS:  Representative to AIBS and BioOne - A.H. Savitzky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
 
32. CONS: Conservation Committee – F. McCormick .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41 
 
33.  EHRC:  Education and Human Resources Committee – M. Pauers . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 
 
34.  HACC:  Herpetological Animal Care and Use Committee – C.L. Parkinson . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
 
35.  HSOC:  Representative to the Herpetologists’ League and the Society for the 
  Study of Amphibians and Reptiles - A.H. Savitzky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43 
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36.  IACC:  Ichthyological Animal Care and Use Committee – E. Marsh-Matthews . . . . . . . .  43 
 
37.  IHCC:  Ichthyological and Herpetological Collections Committee  

M. Sabaj Pérez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
 

38.  NFJC:  Joint ASIH-AFS Committee on Names of Fishes - L.M. Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54  
 
39.  NSCAR:  Representative to the Natural Science Collections Alliance  

- L.M. Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
 
40.  SPUC:  Special Publications Committee – J.W. Armbruster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
 
41.  WCMC:  Web Content and Management Committee - S.J. Beaupre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56 
 
42.  HIST:  History of the Society Committee - D.G. Smith & J.C. Mitchell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
 
43.  Ad Hoc Committee on the 100th Anniversary of ASIH – E. Hilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59 
 
44.  Ad Hoc Committee on ASIH Membership – B. Sidlauskas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
 
45.  Ad Hoc Committee on Copeia – J. F. Webb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 

 
Appendices 
 
46.  Appendix A.  ASIH Constitution (Revised 2014) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
 
47.  Appendix B.  Treasurer’s Tables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
 Table 1. ASIH profit & loss (accrual basis) for 2013 and 2014. 

Table 2. ASIH membership and subscription numbers for current and past years and 
  income from online sources of Copeia. 
Table 3. ASIH year-end balance sheets (accrual basis) for 2013 and 2014. 
Table 4. ASIH accounts and their allocation to ASIH funds as of 31 December 2014 

 statements. 
Table 5. Portfolio detail of the ASIH Wells Fargo Advisors Managed Investment  

Account (FundSource Moderate Growth and Income) on 31 December 2014.  
 
48.  Appendix C.  Candidate Information for 2015 elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87 
 
49.  Appendix D. 2015 Officers, Copeia Staff, Committees, BOG 2015. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
 
50.  Appendix E.  Summary of the Meetings 2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .107 
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Business Session 
 
51.  Call for blanket approval of BOFG agenda items (#54-60) and reports of officers, 
representatives, and committees, exempting those removed by EXEC and BOFG members for 
discussion 
 
52.  Discussion of reports exempted from blanket approval 
 
53.  Discussion of Old Business 
 
54.  Discussion of New Business 
 
55.  Call for BOG approval of Ballots (BOG ballot & General Election Ballot) 
 
56.  Board of Governor’s Elections:  Fitch Committee, Gibbs Committee, Johnson Committee, 
and Nelson 
 
57.  Adjournment 
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10.  SECR:  Secretary - Maureen A. Donnelly 
 

The year 2014 was an interesting one for the Office of the Secretary of the ASIH. This is 
the penultimate time I have to prepare the Secretary’s report and the LAST time I have to 
assemble the BOG meeting book!  I will write a 2015 report of the Secretary’s activities and the 
Executive Committees activities for 2015, but the 2016  book will be assembled by the new 
Secretary! Brooks Burr prepared the 2000 meeting book following Bob Johnson’s untimely 
passing and I am happy to turn this chore over to a new person beginning next year. 
 The new JMIH program officer (Marty Crump) is in place, and the JMIH is moving along 
successfully under new management. I attended the 2014 planning meeting in Chattanooga to 
help out with the transition to the new JMIH Program Officer (Martha Crump). I wrote my last 
“trip report” as part of my contribution to the 2014 planning group. While I miss my colleagues, 
I do not miss the immense amount of work associated with “running the meeting” and am glad 
that the new program officer has met with great success. I knew that Marty would be perfect for 
the job and she has exceeded every expectation I had for her. Thanks so much Marty! 

Our webmaster, Dennis Murphy, has done an excellent job maintaining our electronic 
presence and our website has been an excellent change for the ASIH. We get immediate help and 
posts are updated regularly. I immediately noticed a difference in how the web worked for the 
ASIH, and the new format was easy to learn and operate. The new Secretary has his work cut out 
for him because the new page is easy to work with.  Dennis has been a great person to interact 
with and we are in very good hands. Thanks also go to Prosanta Chakrabarty (Twitter 
management) and to Luiz Rocha (Facebook page management) for their work on behalf of the 
ASIH in the social media arenas. Many thanks to Dennis Murphy, Prosanta Chakrabarty & Luiz 
Rocha? 

The email traffic in 2014 was voluminous – over  19,000 messages came into my gmail 
account in 2014 and of that, the ASIH email accounts for more than 1000 pages of 10 point font 
worth of ASIH activities and information. Managing emails is a Sisyphusian job and I am glad 
that I only have one year left of that chore! I hope to finish up my duties in 2015 by the end of 
calendar 2015, so I can turn to presidential initiatives I wish to chase in 2016 (fund raise to 
support student participation in our 100th Anniversary Meeting and increase membership through 
directed contact with professionals who are not currently ASIH members).   

I started copying Secretary-Elect Prosanta Chakrabarty to email messages since the 2014 
meeting so he has examples to draw from when he takes the reins on 1 January 2016!  I use the 
email traffic to monitor activity in the Secretary’s office and that email traffic form the basis for 
this report. 

A small group of individuals were asked by JMIH Program Officer Crump to test the 
abstract page and we did so in January, 2014. The Long Range Planning and Policy (LRPP) 
Committee introduced a brochure that could be included with registration materials at the annual 
meeting. Margaret Neighbors designed the brochure and it was printed and included in the 2014 
meetings materials. Governor Neighbors saw promotional materials from other groups and feels 
that the ASIH should also have promotional materials. The LRPP wanted to make some changes 
to the brochure and the status of the project is not known as of this writing. I updated the ASIH 
website with the new members of the Board of Governors, new officers, and changes to 
Committees made by President Matthews. I arranged to get the current ASIH membership list 
sent to Heide Burke the JMIH Meeting Coordinator for the 2014 meeting.  I arranged for the 
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payment of the abstracts by connecting Oxford Abstracts with Treasurer Martin. That duty has 
now successfully passed to Marty Crump who works with Treasurer Doug Martin. 

I helped Marty Crump during the year as she navigated the meeting preparation (opening 
the abstract site, printing them off, organizing the electronic files, accepting the abstracts, 
sending files out to member societies so they can find judges and check membership status of 
students). Marty is an exemplary program officer and is well-organized. Her production schedule 
exceeded any of mine and her work product was exceptional. The K-State team had not problem 
working with Marty and the transition has been fairly seamless.   

I sent out a request to the governors to agree to the Conflict of Interest (COI) statement 
early in the year.  Our compliance with the COI is part of our responsibilities with being a not-
for-profit organization.  I worked on the constitutional changes and compiled all recommended 
changes from governors and members. These were circulated to the Executive Committee, the 
Board of Governors and to the membership in the Spring of 2014. The 42 changes to the 
constitution, were considered during the Board of Governors Meeting (all the changes were 
accepted), and the Annual Business Meeting (all the changes were accepted).  The new version 
of Constitution as posted to the website shortly after ratification during the 2014 meeting.  

During the year I worked with many individuals who wished to post jobs to the website. 
Dennis Murphy has taken that over completely. Andres Lopez also still gets some requests and 
we both refer persons directly to Dennis.   

I worked with the Chair of the Nominating Committee to help them find slates of 
candidates for both the Board of Governors Elections (Fitch, Gibbs, Johnson, Nelson Award 
Committees) and the General Election (all other officers). We used the website to call for 
symposia for 2016 and for nominations for the awards presented annual by the ASIH.  I revised 
all the award announcements for the website and for publication in Copeia. I worked with Gaige, 
Raney, Graduate Student Travel, and STAC chairs to verify membership of student competitors.  

Presidents Shaffer quickly appointed an Honorary Foreign Member in Herpetology 
committee chaired by Darrel Frost to fill an opening created by the death of Alice Grandison.  
We also updated information for our Honorary Foreign members on the ASIH website. I 
responded to the receipt of check reports sent to me by Treasurer Martin by looking them over, 
signing off, sending an email to Treasurer Doug Martin and the Chair of the Audit Committee to 
inform them that the spending patterns are typical for the ASIH.  

I asked Allen Press to reduce the inventory of our print holdings following the last fire 
sale to move the books (and journals).  We sold some books during the fire sale, but the high cost 
of shipping was not attractive. Every year we send the students a complete set of our book 
holdings for the student book raffle.  I worked with Allen Press on the renewal materials, on 
deciding how large the four press runs should be, and I approved all requests to rent our 
membership list to generate some revenue for the society. I approved the print runs for all four 
issues of 2014.   

The ASIH partnered with the American Elasmobranch Society (AES) to give the first 
Meritorious Award for Teaching Ichthyology with each society contributing $250 to the prize 
(along with a plaque). Michael Pauers, Chair of the Education and Human Resources Committee, 
served as the chair.  The award was presented in Chattanooga, Tennessee in 2014 to Gene 
Helfman.  Gene proceeded to donate his award back to the two sponsoring societies to support 
graduate students.  Congratulations to Gene on this recognition for his exceptional teaching of 
ichthyology! 
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I prepared the judging packets for the Stoye and Storer judges and verified membership 
one last time prior to the meeting.  Governor Brian Sidlauskas revised our judging forms so that 
both forms measure the same accomplishments (one form is a scoring form for the judge and the 
other is a feedback form that is mailed out to each student competitor after the meeting). I 
reminded President Shaffer that he had to form a Resolutions Committee for the 2014 meeting 
(chaired by Frank McCormick).  Following the meeting, a resolution for Jack Randall’s 90th 
birthday was presented to the Executive Committee and Board of Governors that accepted the 
resolution by acclamation. To prepare for the meeting, I assembled the Board of Governors book 
of reports that covered activities in 2013 and 2014. This included all of the constitutional 
changes that were considered in 2014.  Bernie Kuhajda sent a letter to the 2014 Resolutions 
Committee through me concerning the 2014 resolutions; the one that concerned him most was 
removed.  The new constitution was posted to the website following the meeting.   

Following the 2014 meeting, the ASIH Meetings Management Committee and the JMIH 
Meetings Committee initiated a search for a new meetings coordinator.  Kansas-State University 
Conference Services increased their rates substantially and the meetings groups felt it was in our 
best interest to search openly.  That activity generated a list of bids from seven firms; K-State 
was retained as our meetings firm.  For the 2015 meeting, we will have “lightning” talks as a 
special session.  The talks have abstracts and should be an interesting new experience for all of 
us. 

We moved the “late fee” application at Allen Press to February 16 of a given year to 
provide our members who forget to renew, an opportunity to do so early in the year without 
acquiring the automatic late fee.   

We distributed the revised codon list to the membership for Chair of the Ichthyological 
and Herpetological Collections Committee and I distributed a letter from Leonard Compagno to 
the Executive Committee which sent it to the Chair of the Conservation Committee.   

I participated with Steve Beaupre and Brad Shaffer in a conference all with AFS to 
discuss our operations. It was a collegial discussion and we described our operations to them.  I 
worked with Treasurer Martin to distribute the audit and the 990 form for 2013.  The 990 form 
should be distributed in 2015 for the 2014 board soon so that we have a chance to make input 
prior to filing and moving it to the auditor.   

Meeting in Tennessee generated a resolution regarding the teaching of Evolution.  That 
resolution and a 2008 resolution were sent to Glenn Branch at the request of Governor Vic 
Hutchison.  I sent out email messages to the list of officials provided to me by Governor 
Hutchison and and paper letters to those who had “bad” email addresses.  We also formally 
withdrew the resolution concerning apparent lack of recycling passed during the 2014 Annual 
Business Meeting because the resolution was not derived from factual information, but the 
appearance of a lack of recycling (all trash from the convention center is hand sorted to pull 
recyclable refuse out of the stream).    

Following the meeting in Chattanooga, I sent out messages of congratulations and thanks 
for the slate of candidates in 2014.  Our society runs on the backs of volunteers and we are 
grateful to everyone who is willing to do the heavy lifting to make the ASIH run.  Whit Gibbons 
who was elected by the Board of Governors for a term on the Henry S. Fitch Award Committee 
informed me that he has already served on the committee and wished to be released from double 
dipping his toes in the ASIH waters. The ASIH Executive Committee and Board of Governors 
voted to turn to the first runner-up (Jonathan A. Campbell) and Jon agreed to the three-year term 
of service.  Letters of thanks for service in 2014 were sent out from my office electronically to 
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keep with our green initiatives. The BOG book was distributed electronically only in 2014 and 
that trend will continue going forward to reduce paper and transportation costs.   

The winners of our awards for publication in Copeia are repeated here from Editor 
Beachy’s report for the 2014 BOG book: 
 BEST PAPER, HERPETOLOGY, Richard C. Bruce, “Size-mediated tradeoffs in life-
history traits in dusky salamanders."  Copeia 2013:262-268. 
 BEST PAPER YOUNG SCHOLAR, HERPETOLOGY, Vladimir Dinets, "Long-
distance signaling in Crocodylia."  Copeia 2013:517-526. 
 BEST STUDENT PAPER, HERPETOLOGY, Cheryl A. Bondi and Sharyn B. Marks, 
"Differences in flow regime influence the seasonal migrations, body size, and body condition of 
Western Pond Turtles (Actinemys marmorata) that inhabit perennial and intermittent riverine 
sites in northern Californa."  Copeia 2013:142-153. 
 BEST PAPER, ICHTHYOLOGY, Donald J. Stewart, "Re-description of Arapaima 
agassizii (Valenciennes), a rare fish from Brazil (Osteoglossomorpha: Osteoglossidae)."  Copeia 
2013:38-51.  
 BEST PAPER YOUNG SCHOLAR, ICHTHYOLOGY, Windsor E. Aguirre, Virginia 
R. Shervette, Ronald Navarrete, Paola Calle, and Stergiani Agorastos, "Morphological and 
genetic divergence of Hoplias microlepis (Characiformes: Erythrinidae) in rivers and 
impoundments of western Ecuador."  Copeia 2013:312-323 
 BEST STUDENT PAPER, ICHTHYOLOGY, Sarah Z. Gibson, "Biodiversity and 
evolutionary history of †Lophionotus (Neopterygii: †Semionotiformes) from the western United 
States." Copeia 2013:582-603. 
 I worked with the Conservation Committee from the ASIH and committees from the 
other herpetological societies to sign off on a letter sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
concerning the new emerging disease striking amphibians in Europe. The new fungal disease, B 
sal (a relative of Bd), could have horrific effects on our native salamanders if the pet trade moves 
the disease from Europe to the United States. President Shaffer signed with all other society 
presidents. 
 I granted copyright release for three projects in 2014:  figures for two book-length 
projects, and a request by the Virgina Institute of Marine Sciences to post John Olney’s obituary 
on their website.  I used the ASIH blast function 12 times in 2014:  announced the opening of the 
abstract-submission site (10 January 2014), announced deadlines for abstract submission (10 
March 2014), called for nominees for the Robert K. Johnson Award (7 April 2014), announced 
the constitutional changes (16 April 2014), announcement of the Graduate Student Travel awards 
(30 April 2014), posted of the JMIH planning meeting trip report (1 May 2014), announced 
additional changes to the constititution (5 May 2014), called for nominations for the Meritorious 
Award for Teaching Ichthyology (6 May 2014), distributed the list of new códons (26 September 
2014), announced the launch of the Amazon Smiles Program wherein ASIH earns money off 
every purchase made by members linked to our account (1 October 2014), announced the 
availability of a special issue on Animal Translocation from the jornal Animal Conservation (21 
November 2014), and announced the JPASS opportunity for ASIH members (22 December 
2014).  Additionally we announced the passing of several members of the ASIH on the website. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Maureen A. Donnelly 
ASIH Secretary 
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11.  TREA:  Treasurer – F. Douglas Martin  
 

This report is based on account statements, QuickBooks reports, and supporting materials 
being audited by Steven W. Cook, Certified Public Accountant, San Antonio, Texas for 2014.  The 
2014 audit report will be posted on the ASIH website when completed. 

In profit and loss reports, ASIH income and expenses for a given year are divided into those 
associated with programs of the society (awards, annual meetings, dues, subscriptions, and 
publications) and those related to management and general operations.  Income exceeded expenses 
by $85,712 in 2014 with the inclusion of realized and unrealized investment gains and losses (Table 
1).  Membership numbers decreased slightly in 2014 while subscription numbers continued to 
decline while revenue loss was only partly replaced by substantial BioOne and JSTOR royalties 
(Table 2).  Sales, both in numbers sold and in income, of Special Publications was increased by 
having a sale with greatly reduced prices in 2013.  Page charges accounted for $1200 of income for 
2014.  The 2014 meetings in Chattanooga brought in $53,951. 

The balance sheet (Table 3) lists ASIH assets, liabilities and equities on an accrual basis.  
ASIH income received by Allen Management is deposited in an account at US Bank.  The Wells 
Fargo Advisors Command Asset performance account is split between two lines, with outstanding 
checks with outstanding checks at year’s end listed under “Current Assets” and the holdings in the 
brokerage account (Federated Prime Cash Obligations Fund, and bank sweep money market) listed 
under “Other Assets”.  The value of the investments in the managed account increased in 2014, 
contributing to an increase in the total asset value at the end of the year ($1,576,568) compared to 
that of 2013 ($1,466,017) on the balance sheet. 

The three ASIH accounts in which the individual society funds are comingled held 
$1,509,036 on the December 2014 statement (Table 4).  Of this total, the holdings in the WFA 
managed investment account were worth$1,002,066 (Table 5).  This fund yielded 7.58% income 
after fees. 

ASIH remains in excellent financial condition.  The current cash available is sufficient to 
cover expected expenses for the coming year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. Douglas Martin, Treasurer 
 
See Appendix B 
Treasurer’s Table 1. ASIH profit & loss on an accrual basis for 1 January to 31 December 2014 

with a comparison to 2013 values. 
Treasurer’s Table 2. ASIH membership and subscription numbers for past years and income 

from online sources of Copeia. 
Treasurer’s Table 3. 2014 year end balance sheet (accrual basis) with a comparison to the 

previous year. 2013 balance sheet based on the information given to the ASIH auditor. 
Treasurer’s Table 4. ASIH accounts and their allocation to ASIH funds as of 31 December 2014 

statements. 
Treasurer’s Table 5. Portfolio detail of the ASIH Wells Fargo Advisors managed investment 

account (Fund Source Moderate Growth) on 31 December 2014.  
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12.  EDIT:  Editor - Christopher K. Beachy  
  

Two thousand fourteen was busier than the previous three years. This was due to several 
reasons that are discussed below. Copeia continues to be produced effectively by Production 
Editor Katie Smith, Figure Editor Leo Smith and the staff of Associate Editors. 
 The biggest challenge to the journal was the transition to online early. While all have 
deemed this a valuable effort, the most gracious description of this transition would be 
“awkward.” While the Copeia production staff were mostly effective in this transition, we found 
that Allen Press was not as prepared as we were for this move. I suggest this is principally due to 
the lack of number of personnel that Allen Press dedicates to Copeia. This is likely a 
consequence of market pressures. The result of the poor transition period was the ironic delay in 
the print journal. Issue #4 was mailed in 2015 and two weeks late. Issues #1-3 were mailed 
months late. I am hopeful that this does not have long-lasting effects on any taxonomic issues. 
Issue 1 of 2015 mailed on time, and issue 2 of 2015 is on schedule for mailing on time.  
 One challenge that was positively met by our Editorial Staff concerns the impact factor of 
Copeia. During the Chattanooga meeting, new impact factors were published and the Copeia 
score was an anemic 0.23. Thanks to the outstanding vigilance of AE Leo Smith, it became clear 
that this was an error in calculation. Smith’s tenacity resulted in the correction of Copeia’s 
impact factor to 0.901. This score places the journal directly in the center of the zoology journals 
that Copeia is properly compared to: 82 out of 152 . In addition, a 0.901 is a significant one-year 
improvement from the 2013 score of 0.67. This is the first increase in impact factor for several 
years. We are eager to continue this progression and hope to report in a few months what 
Albuquerque meeting guest E.D. Cope hoped for: an integer! 
 We have embraced and are encouraging and enforcing two new ideas. First, all new taxa 
in Copeia must report ZooBank numbers. This requirement was begun in January 2015, and 
because of timing, it will not be until issue 3 of the 2015 volume that all new taxa will have 
ZooBank numbers. Second, we have begun encouraging the use of digital repositories for 
supplemental files. At present, I am work with Dryad on development of a fee structure, and will 
present this to the PPC at the Reno meeting. We will consider other forms of digital repository as 
well.  
 Regarding impact factors: A partial cause of the low score of Copeia is the use of the 
year as volume number. In addition to other reasons for changing our volume numbering system 
that were discussed at the Chattanooga PPC meeting (see the PPC report later in this report), 
changing to a volume numbering system will allow Copeia to be tracked better by impact factor 
algorithms. Editor Beachy considered that the change of volume numbering was under his 
authority. He consulted with the Past-President Matthews, President Shaffer, and President-Elect 
Allen and they agreed that this decision could be an Editorial one. Thus Copeia is now in a new 
volume numbering system. The 2015 volume is Volume 103. 
 This was the third year of awarding special papers published in Copeia. The following 
papers were considered by a panel, selected by the Editor, of Associate Editors, Editorial Board 
members and ASIH members, to be the best papers published in the 2014 volume.  These awards 
were initiated for the 2012 volume. Six papers are recognized each year: three in herpetology and 
three in ichthyology. There are three categories: Best Paper Overall, Best Paper Young Scholar, 
and Best Student Paper. The Best Paper Overall is chosen without regard to rank. The Best Paper 
Young Scholar is chosen when the lead author is either a postdoc or untenured at the time of 
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submission. The Best Student Paper is chosen when the lead author is a student at the time of 
submission. This year, two papers were selected as Best paper in Ichthyology. 

BEST PAPER, ICHTHYOLOGY, Eric J. Hilton, Peter Konstantinidis, Nalani K. 
Schnell and Casey B. Dillman, “Identity of a Unique Cartilage in the Buccal Cavity of Gars 
(Neopterygii: Lepisosteiformes: Lepisosteidae).” Copeia 2014:50-55. 

BEST PAPER, ICHTHYOLOGY, J. Ellen Marsden and Harrison Tobi, “Sculpin 
Predation on Lake Trout Eggs in Interstices: Skull Compression as a Novel Foraging 
Mechanism.” Copeia 2014:654-658. 
 BEST PAPER YOUNG SCHOLAR, ICHTHYOLOGY, Christopher Izzo, Terry 
Bertozzi, Bronwyn M. Gillanders and Stephen C. Donnellan, “Variation in Telomere Length of 
the Common Carp, Cyprinus carpio (Cyprinidae), in Relation to Body Length.” Copeia 2014:87-
94. 
 BEST STUDENT PAPER, ICHTHYOLOGY, Muchu Zhou, Ashley M. 
Johnson and Rebecca C. Fuller. “Patterns of Male Breeding Color Variation Differ across 
Species, Populations, and Body Size in Rainbow and Orangethroat Darters.” Copeia 2014:297-
308. 
 BEST PAPER, HERPETOLOGY, Brian K. Sullivan, Marlis R. Douglas, James M. 
Walker, James E. Cordes, Mark A. Davis, Whitney J. B. Anthonysamy, Keith O. Sullivan and 
Michael E. Douglas, “Conservation and Management of Polytypic Species: The Little Striped 
Whiptail Complex (Aspidoscelis inornata) as a Case Study.” Copeia 2014:519-529. 
 BEST PAPER YOUNG SCHOLAR, HERPETOLOGY, Dustin S. Siegel, Abigail E. 
Nicholson, Brian Rabe, Bradley Beran and Stanley E. Trauth, “The Evolution of the Sperm 
Transport Complex in Male Plethodontid Salamanders (Amphibia, Urodela, Plethodontidae).” 
Copeia 2014:489-502 
 BEST STUDENT PAPER, HERPETOLOGY, Marcie K. Reiter, Carl D. Anthony, and 
Cari-Ann M. Hickerson, “Territorial Behavior and Ecological Divergence in a Polymorphic 
Salamander.” Copeia 2014:481-489. 
 Congratulations again to these authors.  Authors will be presented with a plaque at the 
2015 ASIH Business Meeting, and these awards will also be recognized on the ASIH and Copeia 
websites.  Special thanks to the members of the review panel: Michael Collyer, Robert Espinoza, 
David Sever, Richard Bruce, Windsor Aguirre, and Sarah Gibson. 
 Changes to the editorial staff involved the retirement of Jackie Litzgus. Jackie has been 
one of our best and deserves kudos for the outstanding years of service to Copeia and the ASIH. 
She’ll be missed.  In addition, several members’ terms on the Editorial Board expired. 

In 2014, 793 pages of Copeia were published over four issues: April (200 p.), September 
(218 p.), December (191 p.), and December (184 p.).  These figures are a decrease of 44 pages 
(i.e., down 5%) from 2013 (which had 837 p.).  
  The 2014 volume included 71 research papers (606 p or 76.4% of the volume). The 
remaining 187 pages (23.6% of the volume) was distributed as follows: one obituary, five 
historical articles, fifty book reviews, an AES Presidential Address, one review paper, editorial 
notes and news, instructions to authors, summary of the 2014 annual meetings, award 
announcements, listing of honorary foreign members, subject, taxonomic, and author indices and 
back matter comprising societal advertisements not counted in total pagination for the volume. 
 Of the research and review papers published, 34 (47%) were herpetological and 38 (53%) 
were ichthyological. For comparative purposes, these statistics for the past several years  
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(% ichthylogical / % herpetological) are 51/49 for 2013, 46/54 for 2012, 53/47 for 2011, and 
50/50 for 2010. 

There were 238 new 230 new submissions in 2104 or revised submissions in 2013, 
representing a 3% decrease from 2013 (238).  This is an average of 19.2 new submissions each 
month, down from 19.9 in 2013.  September (26) was the most active period, while May (9) was 
the slowest month.  Of these new submissions, 81.3% were from the United States and the rest 
were received as follows: Argentina (0.4%), Australia, (0.4%), Belgium (0.4%), Brazil (5.7%), 
Canada (0.4%), Colombia (1.7%), Czech Republic (0.4%), Egypt (0.9%), Germany (0.9%), Iran 
(1.3%), Japan (0.4%), Mexico (1.7%), Norway (0.4%), Pakistan (0.4%), Spain (0.4%), Malaysia 
(0.4%), Sweden (0.4%), Turkey (0.4%), and the United Kingdom (0.4%).  

Generally, performance statistics for editorial staff are improved for 2014 compared to 
2013. For comparison, performance statistics for 2014 are followed by values for 2013 in 
brackets.  The median time from submission to AE assignment was 8 [6] days, securing of first 
reviewer by the AE was 8 [9] days, securing of final reviewer by the AE was 14 [14] days, days 
in review was 49 [28] days, days from last review to AE recommendation was 9 [4] days, and 
days from AE recommendation to Editor Decision was 20 [9] days.  In total, all new submissions 
required an average of 51 [56] days to initial decision (i.e., accept, reject, or further revision).  
The 2014 statistics indicate that Editorial Staff, on average, work rapidly (and are faster in 2014) 
and continue to work to improve in this statistic. 

AE workload and average duration (from receipt of submission to decision by AE) under 
each AE were as follows for 2014: C. Beachy (13 new, 56 days), D. Buth (20 new, 43 days), T. 
Grande (5 new, 75 days), J. Kerby (11 new, 58 days), M. Lannoo (10 new, 53 days), J. Litzgus (9 
new, 71 days), K. Martin (5 new, 52 days), T. Near (6 new, 55 days), R. Reis (7 new, 48 days), J. 
Schaefer (16 new, 58 days), D. Siegel (9 new, 40 days), L. Smith (12 new, 67 days), J. Snodgrass 
(4 new, 136 days), B. Stuart (7 new, 52 days).  Group average time on AE desk is calculated as 
time of AE review (64.8 days; the data given here) minus the average duration in reviewer hands 
(49 days): 15.8 days. These statistics do not include those for four members of the Editorial 
Board that served as Special Editors to symposium proceedings. 

Reviewers offer an essential service. Their service is noted annually in the #2 issue of 
Copeia. There were 263 reviews in total from 229 reviewers, and the average length of review 
duration was 28 days. 

Allocation of manuscripts (only new submissions, and excluding manuscripts allocated to 
Special Editors) by sections was as follows: General Ichthyology 22 (D. Buth 10, T. Near, 3, R. 
Reis 9), General Herpetology 29 (J. Kerby 8, M. Lannoo 7, B. Stuart 8, C. Beachy 5), Ecology 
and Ethology 25 (J. Litzgus 8, J. Schaefer 15, J. Snodgrass 2), Genetics, Development and 
Morphology 24 (L. Smith 8, T. Grande 5, D. Siegel 6), Physiology and Physiological Ecology 7 
(K. Martin 6, C. Beachy 1).  

The following statistics are for a three-year cycle. It was agreed at the 2014 meeting of 
the Publication Policy Committee (PPC) that a three-year cycle better described 
rejection/acceptance rates associated with AEs. For the three-year period of 2012-2014, rejection 
rates by AE were as follows: C. Beachy 9%, D. Buth 6%, T. Grande, 0%, J. Kerby 29%, M. 
Lannoo 25%, J. Litzgus 3%, K. Martin 19%, T. Near 9%, R. Reis 4%, J. Schaefer 11%, L. Smith 
16%, J. Snodgrass 20%, B. Stuart 14%.  
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13.  PRES:  President’s Report – Larry G. Allen  
 

In 2015, ASIH continues to run efficiently and is gaining momentum toward our 100th 
Anniversary! Our society and President rely heavily on the tireless efforts of our officers and 
committee members. Mo Donnelly (Secretary) continues to be amazing in both her roles as 
ASIH Secretary and President-elect. Doug Martin (Treasurer), Chris Beachy (Editor of Copeia), 
and our Past (Brad Shaffer) and Past-past (Bill Matthews) Presidents have all continued to 
provide much needed guidance and leadership. We not only have a great venue lined up for our 
meetings in Reno this year, but we are also far along in the planning of our centennial 
anniversary meeting in New Orleans next year. Thanks go out particularly to the ASIH MMPC 
(Henry Mushinsky, Marlis Douglas, and Kyle Pillar), Heidi Burke (KSU), and the tireless work 
of the NO Local Committee including Kyle Pillar, Brian Crother, and Mary White of (SE 
Louisiana U) and Hank Bart (Tulane U) for arranging what looks to be a triumphant return to 
New Orleans in 2016!  

My first goal as president in 2015 has been to remain a strong advocate for the continuing 
support and fostering of student membership and participation at our meetings including reduced 
dues and meeting fees and rates. Treasurer Doug Martin indicates that we remain in a strong 
financial position. Therefore, I am continuing to press hard this year to move funds from our 
cash position to minimize costs for our student members to 1) attend meetings and events at the 
meetings, and 2) increase the amount of research awards for Raney and Gaige Award recipients. 
Students are the lifeblood of our Society contributing 50% of both the meeting attendees and 
contributed papers and posters each year. Although membership has stopped declining in recent 
years, we still need to take care of our student members and remove all road blocks to their 
participation in our Society. I know it is a cliché’, but the students ARE our future.  

My second goal is to support the great work of BOG members (e.g. Brian Sidlauskis and 
Prosanta Chakrabarty) and their committees to further develop ASIH’s internet communication 
capabilities including our newly overhauled website, Facebook, twitter, and online programs and 
abstracts. These have obviously become the primary means by which our younger members 
relate to the real world and our profession.  

My third goal is to remain a strong advocate for ASIH and the interests and concerns of 
both our ichthyologist and herpetologist members in all matters associated with our annual JMIH 
meetings so that the parent society does not get lost in the shuffle. I continue to remain so and 
plan on meeting with the Presidents of the other three societies in Reno.  

The last, continuing goal is to work with Chris Beachy to streamline our on-line editing 
and publication of our time-honored publication, Copeia, and to shorten both the overall review 
and editorial process to shorten turn-around time and both increase paper accessibility and 
journal impact factor in our brave new virtual world.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry G. Allen 
President, ASIH 2015 
California State University Northridge 
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14.  PPRE:  Past President’s Report – H. Bradley Shaffer  
 

This report covers the period from the 2014 JMIH meeting in Chattanooga to the 
present.  I served as President through December 31, 2014, and have been Past-President since 
January 1, 2015. 

The ASIH continues to enjoy success on a number of fronts, even as it works to refine 
its role in a rapidly changing world of academic societies. We are in strong financial shape, and 
this allows us to accomplish key initiatives aimed at recruiting and enhancing the lives of our 
student membership. The 2014 ASIH/JMIH meeting in Chattanooga  was amazing, well 
organized and very successful, thanks to the major efforts of the Local Committee and of Heidi 
Burke and her team, and it was a financial success for ASIH.  Our committees are populated, our 
officers are in place and working for the society, and a number of important agendas, from 
reduced student membership fees to wrestling with how meetings should be run in the future, are 
taking place. Chris Beachy continues to lead Copeia through these tumultuous times for 
publishers of all scientific content, and the journal has remained a solidly respectable outlet for 
organismally-oriented science under his leadership.  We’re losing Mo as Secretary, and that is 
unthinkable after 15 years of service. But we’re gaining Prosanta, and that’s huge.  

 During the past year, a number of issues have emerged that require the thought, and the 
work of our most committed society members. The good news is that financial health isn’t one of 
them—we are in reasonably strong financial health, and that allows us flexibility to deal with 
other issues. As Past President, I feel that one of my jobs is to try to keep track of these issues 
and work with current leadership to move them along. The really big ones are, in my mind, the 
following: 
 

• Keeping relevant to our membership. As pointed out last year, it is now very clear that 
most of our younger members join ASIH for one reason—the annual meetings. During 
the past year we’ve had a number of discussions about the meetings, ranging from venues 
to the value of the Joint Meetings. We need to keep those discussions moving forward. 
Cost, networking capacity, location and timing are all important, and we need to keep 
making the meetings better.  

• Our relationship with other societies. This is very much linked to relevance going 
forward. 

• Our awkward size with relationship to meeting venues. One of the major issues of the last 
year has been to deal with the fact that the Joint Meetings are too small to be “big”, but 
too big to be “small”. This has led to us abandoning meetings, for example, at 
universities, and this is something that we need to reconsider and evaluate. Discussions 
centered on the Austin TX 2017 meetings, and we should continue this discussion this 
year. 

• Copeia. Although from an Impact factor point of view the journal has gone up from 
0.644 to 0.91 in the last couple of years, there is still room for improvement. During the 
past year we have had a number of discussions about how to accomplish that goal. The 
journal is part of the financial lifeblood of the ASIH as well as its intellectual core, and 
we need to continue to work on marketing it to our membership as a place to publish their 
best empirical work. Or at least some of their best work. 
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As Past President, I think that a major goal is to identify these issues and try to work on 
them. We have an amazing group with ASIH, and I was incredibly proud to be President last 
year. I look forward to seeing everyone in Reno.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brad Shaffer 
Past President, ASIH 
UCLA 
 
15.  PUBC:  Publications Policy Committee - Christopher K. Beachy  
 
Publication Policy Committee (PPC) Meeting (30 July 2014; 2:00 pm) 
 
Present: Chris Beachy (CB), Katie Smith (KS), Leo Smith (WLS), Terri Grande (TG), Dustin 
Siegel (DS), Jacqueline Litzgus (JL), Prosanta Chakrabarty (PC), Robert Espinoza (RE), Don 
Buth (DB), Cindy Klepadlo (CK), Jake Schaefer (JS), Karen Martin (KM),  
 
Guests: Past President William Matthews, President Brad Shaffer, Jackie Webb (chair of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on Copeia) 
 
 Editor Beachy began the meeting by calling for brief introductions (although all already 
know one another).  As usual, the first order of business was for Beachy to thank everyone for 
their service. Because Editor Beachy could drive his truck to this year’s ASIH meeting, that 
meant that he could bring a cooler full of beer and soft drinks to our PPC meeting. This means 
the typical drink tickets reward was off-the-table for the year.  Editorial staff seems to like the 
idea of the cooler of beer. At the least, they drank a lot of it. For the record, Don Buth only drank 
root beer. 

Editor Beachy presented his agenda for the meeting that included only five items, but 
each being fairly substantive, the meeting was long and full of discussion. 
  
DISCUSSION TOPICS 

Cost of color figures: The first issue discussed concerned the cost of color figures, both 
those online and in the print version.  Editor Beachy pointed out that despite the page charge and 
figure charge invoices that are sent with page proofs, there is not a mechanism for holding a 
paper back until the bill is paid. Beachy pointed out that the previous Editor Schaefer also did not 
have a way to force authors to pay. Like Schaefer, Beachy has not been holding authors papers 
back pending payment. Like Schaefer, Beachy does nog consider collection of fees part of his 
responsibility as Editor. Like Schaefer before him, Beachy would be willing to try to hold 
authors manuscripts for payment, but this makes the process of production much more 
cumbersome. (This issue indeed was raised by Governors Dave Johnson and Bruce Collette at 
the Board of Governors [BOG] meeting later in the evening, and without resolution.) 

The price was discussed. Beachy pointed out that the Society budget continues to grow 
despite the failure to generate much in page charges. So Beachy raised the suggestion that we 
could give color figures away for free. AE and Figure Editor Smith pointed out that, no matter 
the situation is of ASIH budgets, the production of color figures is still expensive. There was a 
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discussion of free figures and of the fee structure. There was not much resolution of this issue, 
and Beachy moved the discussion onto the next agenda item. 
 

Taxonomic Reviews: AE Don Buth raised the issue of taxonomic reviews. He reminded 
the PPC that years ago, we had a review policy. The previous editor scrutinized policies and 
changed them. Taxonomic reviews (not revisions) were a place for compilation of literature, and 
chance to discuss the direction of future research.  The old policy then was that reviews produced 
no new information and so they were considered inappropriate for publication in Copeia. Buth 
pointed out that for several years, Copeia criticized as an “only data” journal. However, other 
traditional (non-taxonomic) review articles are considered a good idea for us, especially if they 
contain a new synthesis. 
 There was a moderate discussion of the merits of these kinds of taxonomic review 
articles. With a few reservations, the PPC considered the idea as a good one and that Buth will 
write a summary of what these taxonomic reviews would contain for the Editorial Notes and 
News. 
 

Associate Editor Report Cards: Next, and at the urging of AEs Buth and Roberto Reis, 
Beachy reviewed the annual review report cards that are given in the Editor’s Report to the 
BOG. By the nature of the tracking and reporting system of AllenTrack, several AE’s have 
scores that indicate either 100% acceptance of submissions they handle or 100% rejection of the 
submissions they handle. Beachy explained that this is just because the typical way that these 
report cards are generated is based on manuscripts that are submitted and have a final decision in 
the same calendar year, i.e., submitted on or after January 1 and sent to production by or before 
December 31 of the same year. For better or worse, few manuscripts follow this pattern. This 
provides a result that can be misleading to the BOG. AE Buth urged some other reporting 
mechanism. 
 After moderate and productive discussion, it was agreed that Editor Beachy should report 
data for a three-year period rather than just year-by-year. This will provide a much better report 
and it is a relatively easy solution. Beachy was agreeable to this change in procedure and next 
year’s Editorial Report to the BOG will contain three-year cycle of data. 
 As this discussion continued, it led to some discussion of the metrics used to assess 
journals. In the past (or at least in the time of Beachy and Buth), the “% of manuscripts rejected” 
was a metric of quality, but it is rarely reported any longer and has little use compared to impact 
factors. Matthews pointed out that he will spend a significant part of his presidential address to 
discuss how the use of impact factor is often poorly done. 
 Somehow, the PPC transitioned to discussion of the use of Twitter during talks and poster 
sessions. Some are not willing to have their talks tweeted, and others encourage it. All agreed 
that it was not the time to attempt to police such an activity; the PPC was not uniform on it’s 
opinion of the value of tweeting talks and poster sessions. 
 

The transition to online: There was substantial discussion on the value of the online 
early process. Copeia will begin online early publication of articles begin with the first issue of 
the 2015 volume (i.e., Volume 103).  The only significant concern is the taxonomic one: new 
taxa need to be published in the same year both in print and online. However, most of the PPC 
have the position that the appearance of online represents the date of the new taxon. The DOI 
establishes the date of publication, so online early should not represent a real issue going forward 
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when it concerns ICZN issues. An additional key point is that new taxa are now to be assigned a 
ZooBank number. Authors publishing new names will be required to obtain ZooBank numbers 
for all new taxa. These are reported in the paper. 
 Beachy raised the question of  “When are we going to stop printing the journal?” Smith 
indicated “Not yet, because we have three-year contract with Allen Press for the print version.” 
Smith raised the issue of the frequency of persons that talk about changes to Copeia, including a 
name change. (It was noted in the minutes that there was an audible gasp at this idea.) 
 The younger part of the ASIH membership uses very little of print version. This raised 
the issue of possible changes to Copeia. This seemed a natural segue for the next report to the 
PPC. 
 

Jackie Webb presented work from the Ad Hoc Committee on Copeia: The Ad Hoc  
Committee was appointed by Matthews at the Albuquerque meeting. It included Webb (Chair), 
Leo Smith, Buth, Beachy, Caleb McMahan, and Kathleen Cole. Webb presented a summary of 
the Committee recommendations, which were substantial. 

The Committee wanted to address “What can we do now?”, “What has to wait? “, and 
“What should Copeia be?” There was consensus on three issues: 
1) Increase the impact factor; 
2) Increase visibility and reputation; 
3) Improve mechanics and cost. 
 A quick improvement concerns the reduction in DOIs. DOIs lead to decreased impact 
factor if a journal has too many DOIs. For example, the recommendation is for (a) to condense 
all back matter to a single DOI and/or (b) to remove all society business from the journal. 
Questions were discussed concerning the importance of DOIs; all matter that will appear online 
must have a DOI. Treating each book review, and any other back matter, e.g., the report of the 
Business Metting, as separate DOIs naturally deflates the impact factor. All the book reviews are 
already treated as a single DOI. 

Webb discuseed the need for increased visibility and reputation, e.g., improved indexing, 
an improved Copeia Wikipedia (ours is outdated and needs more information), and the Copeia 
facebook. Related to this is a meeting that will occurs later in the week for the ASIH webpage 
committee. Beachy reminded the PPC that Webb would lead the Ad Hoc Committee discussion 
of recommendations at the meeting Saturday from 4-6. Discussion of the Ad Hoc Committee 
recommendations clearly could have gone on for hours. 

Beachy called for adjournment at 4:45 pm and thanked all for their dedicated service to 
the ASIH and Copeia. 
 
16.  ENFC:  Endowment and Finance Committee - Michael Retzer 
 
The ENFC met for their annual meeting at the ASIH annual meeting in Chattenooga, TN on July 
11, 2014 
 
Present at this meeting were Kathleen Cole, David Cundall, Linda Ford, William Matthews, 
Frank Pezold, Brad Shaffer, and Fred Zaidan 
 

1.  Meeting began with the unanimous approval of last year's minutes. 
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2.  The ASIH Treasurer's report was received and reviewed but the Treasurer was 
unable to attend for medical reasons. And so the he was unable to provide information to 
the Committee. 

3.  Current investments and cash equivalents were about $600,000 and another 
$330,000 in other accounts not earning much return. Stock investments doing better.  

4.  The committee discussed reducing the cash amounts to $70,000-135,000 for 
expenses and an additional cash equivalent and invest the rest. Litzgus (LRPC) suggested 
$300,000. The Executive Committee and the Treasurer previously suggested $200,000 
(roughly twice the annual operating budget). The committee discussed making policy of 
what to do with the surplus or make decisions annually. The committee decided to place 
the surplus with the Wells Fargo account rather than dividing it among smaller accounts. 
The committee further discussed how the investments are currently invested and how 
they may know the investments better and thought there was a need for a conference call 
with the financial advisor. 

5.  Discussion of the use of the surplus centered on benefiting students via travel, 
Rainey, and Gage awards. Individual awards were discussed and noted that current 
awards did not meet the high costs of student meeting participation and research. The 
committee favored keeping additional funds in general operating funds rather than 
supplementing each award. 

6.  Discussion then moved to the actual role of the committee and what it is 
empowered to do. The committee would like to know more about each of the funds 
(initial input, principle, and output). 

7.  The committee would like to see a doubling in students awards in the next year. 
This will add $31,000+ to the annual operating budget. Perhaps there should be an 
increase in the number of awards or amount awarded to each student. This could be given 
a one or two year trial to be reviewed annually.  

8.  A motion by Ford: For student funding in 2015, double the amount to be received 
by each student for Raney, double the amount to be received by each student for Gaige, 
and double the amount to be received by each student for travel; depending on the 
availability, also increase the number of student awards by 50%. 

 The motion was seconded by Pezold and unanimously approved by committee. 
9.  Based on current return (profits) on investments, 50% should be invested in 

students and 50% should be invested in funds. 
10. An additional motion was made by Pezold: Financial statements from Wells Fargo be 

provided to all members of the committee as available. The motion was seconded by 
Cole and passed unanimously. 

11. The meeting was adjorned. 
12. At the beginning of 2014, ASIH had investments valued at $767,839 and at the end of 

2014, $1,001,398. Note that this significant increase includes a significant move of cash 
from cash accounts and not the intrinsic increase in the value of the investments. During 
2014, $200,000 was transferred from cash accounts to investments. The intrinsic gain of 
investments was $33,559 or 4.3%. This intrinsic gain is above the goal of the Society's 
return on its investments. Note the domestic stock market had a very good year in 2014 
but this performance may not repeat itself in 2015. As of March 31, 2015. The Society 
had $1.14 million dollars in investments. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Michael Retzer 
 
17.  EXEC:  Executive Committee - Maureen A. Donnelly 
 

The Executive Committee (EXEC) was led by President H Bradley Shaffer during 2014.  
We were an active committee under the leadership of President Shaffer and voted on 13 issues 
during 2014 as follows: we voted to produce the brochure made by Governor Margaret A. 
Neighbors for inclusion with 2014 meeting materials (13 January 2014); we voted to use general 
funds to help sagging award funds (3 February 2014); we discussed “student status” for 
eligibility for travel awards (20 March 2014); we voted on the proposed changes to the 
constitution (5 April 2014); we voted to increase the funding for student travel in 2014 (28 April 
2014); we voted to use endowment/general funds to prop up the fund accounts that need a boost 
(18 May 2014); we voted to cover the webmaster’s expenses to attend two days of the JMIH 
meeting in Chattanooga (22 May 2014); we voted to replace Whit Gibbons with Jonathan 
Campbell on the Henry S. Fitch Committee (13 August 2014); we voted to change the system of 
numbering our journal volume (14 August 2014); we voted to remove from the record the 
resolution regarding lack of recycling in the convention center (19 August 2014); we voted to 
accept a late resolution for Jack Randall (19 August 2014); we voted in favor of signing on to the 
Amazon Smile program as a fund raising opportunity (20 September 2014); we voted to change 
our investment strategies according to recommendations by Treasurer Martin (24 September 
2014); we voted to increase our contribution to the lunchtime meeting for the Graduate Student 
Participation Committee (20 December 2014); and we voted to increase the salary of our 
Production Editor, Kathleen Smith.   

The Executive committee also accepted the description of the Nelson Award Committee 
for the Policy  and Procedures Manual and we approved the seconded motion from the Education 
Committee to make the first Meritorious Award for Teaching Ichthyology (awarded in 2014 to 
Gene Helfman).   

We sadly report the passing of: Thomas Robert Hellier (1 December 2013), Richard H. 
Rosenblatt, Former President (30 October 2014), William Albert Bussing Burhaus (17 
November 2014), Samuel B. McDowell, Jr. ( 31 December 2014), César Molina (2 January 
2015), Jamie Edward Thomerson (4 January 2015), James Dixon (10 January 2015), James A. 
Organ (16 January 2015), Herbert T. Boschung (5 February 2015), ), C. Laevett Smith (10 
February 2015), Eugenie Clark (25 February 2015), Phil Cochran (4 March 2015), Basil 
Nafpaktitis (24 May 2015), and Raymond Semlitsch (10 June 2015). Our condolences to the 
colleagues, families, and loved ones of those who have passed.     
Respectfully Submitted for the Executive Committee, 
 
Maureen A. Donnelly 
Secretary 
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18.  GFAC:  Gaige Fund Award Committee – Christopher Tracey  
 

The Gaige Award committee (Adam Leache, Karen Lips, Christopher Tracy) reviewed 
47 applications for the 2015 Gaige Fund Award.  Like most years, there was an impressive array 
of research proposals, making for a very competitive pool of applications. The committee agreed 
that awards of $500 should be made to each of the top 12 applicants.  

The 2015 award recipients in alphabetical order: 

• Clare Adams, Iowa State University.  Environmental DNA:  Uniting genetics and 
population dynamics in a reptilian model. 

• Michael A. Carlo, Clemson University.  A spatially explicit analysis of the capacity to 
modify nesting behavior using the Eastern fence lizard (Sceloporus undulatus). 

• E. Anne Chambers, University of Texas at Austin.  Revisiting species boundaries in the 
American milk snake (Lampropeltis trangulum complex): Genetic analysis of contact 
zones between three purported species. 

• Kristin L. Charles, University of California, Berkeley.  Investigating the role of riverine 
barriers on phylogeographic structure of Afrixalus paradorsalis. 

• Andrew Frank, University of Connecticut.  Testing maintenance of phenotypic 
diversity in a North American skink (Plestiodon gilberti) 

• Tyler D. Hoskins, Miami University.  Single and interactive effects of an endocrine 
disrupting herbicide, larval competition, and juvenile competition on survival and 
reproductive potential of an amphibian. 

• Eric J. Gangloff, Iowa State University. Testing the evolutionary potential of behavioral 
and cognitive phenotypes in the terrestrial garter snake, Thamnophis elegans. 

• Gillian C. Larson, California State University, Northridge.  Climatic adaptation of an 
invasive gecko:  Rapid adaptive evolution or developmental plasticity? 

• Marta P. Lyons, University of Minnesota.  Gene flow and local adaptation at the lower 
elevation range limit of a montane salamander. 

• John G. Phillips, University of Tulsa.  Comparative genomics of eyes in Spelerpine 
salamanders. 

• Eric Riddell, Clemson University.  Growing a thick skin:  Uncovering acclimation of 
skin resistance to water loss of salamanders in response to temperature and humidity. 

• Scott L. Travers, University of Kansas.  Adaptive radiation and community assembly of 
Solomon Island Ceratobatrachid frogs. 

Christopher Tracy 

Chair, Frederick (Dick) and Helen Gaige Award Fund 
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19.  GSPC:  Committee on Graduate Student Participation – Shab 
Mohammadi  
 
Meeting called to order at 12:00pm by chair Shabnam Mohammadi.  50 members were in 
attendance for the business meeting. 
  
Welcome Address – Current ASIH president Brad Schaffer addressed Graduate Students and 
discussed the desire of the Society to provide child care to the membership during the meeting, 
the possibility of conservation workshops, and encouraged graduate students to brainstorm and 
be forward thinking. 
  
Old Business 
  

·      Chair Shab Mohammadi discussed future meetings. The 2015 meeting will be 
held in Reno, Nevada. Each room rented through JMIH will come with three $10 
meal vouchers, and the rooms will be as low as $75. This announcement was met 
with enthusiasm from most students. The centennial meeting in 2016 will be held 
in New Orleans. Students discussed and voted unanimously on participating in a 
“second line” parade at the meeting. 
·      Chair Shab Mohammadi reminded students that ASIH is an Open Event, 
meaning people are free to tweet, photograph, and discuss the research presented. 
·      A discussion on Speed Networking was held, in which students expressed the 
following: 
 Pros: 

- Happiness with the opportunity 
- Satisfaction with the format of the program 
- Desire to continue the program 

   Cons: 
- Need to increase the variety in the faculty participants (i.e., 

have a range from small, medium, and large-sized universities, 
as well as government and other employees). 

- Better promotion of the event (i.e., information was not 
available on the meeting site and notice of the program came 
too close to meeting start). 

- The need for more available spaces. 
- Provide a list in advance so students can prepare. 

·      The graduate membership expressed a desire for a mentorship program 
similar to that of SSAR. 
·      Past chair, Malorie Hayes brought forth the suggestion from the ad hoc 
Committee on Membership to have membership automatically renew. Students 
were strongly against this decision, and said if it occurs, it should be opt-in. 
·      A discussion was started regarding graduate students getting more for their 
money. One major point was the cost of the closing banquet/picnic, where tickets 
cost an extra $35. A suggestion was made to roll the cost of the picnic into the 
cost of registration. A motion was put forth to roll the cost of the picnic/banquet 
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into the cost of registration because graduate students are less likely to purchase 
add-ons. The motion was declined by a vote of 8 for and 27 against. 
·      Chair Shab Mohammadi discussed actions that might help increase graduate 
student participation in ASIH. Graduate student members expressed that 
participation would increase if meals were provided for activities such as the 
Graduate Student Business Meeting and the Panel Workshop. 
·      Other activities discussed included: 

- The possibility of starting a trivia activity. 
- The possibility of hosting an opening social activity for 

graduate students at a beer garden. 
- Starting workshops for professional development that involve 

learning laboratory/field/analysis skills. 
·      Past chair Malorie Hayes announced that the 2015 book raffle proceeds 
totaled $3774.04. 
·      The ASIH Graduate Student Workshop on social media had 35 attendees that 
interacted with panelists: Prosanta Chakrabarty, Mo Donnelly, Karen Lips, and 
David Shiffman. 
 
 

New Business 
·      Election of new officers for upcoming year: 

 
Chair: Abbigail Nicholson  abbigail.e.nicholson@gmail.com  
 
Chair-elect: Bill Ludt: wbludt@gmail.com  
 
Secretary:  Savannah Michaelsen savannah.michaelsen@selu.edu 601-421-1041 
 
Workshop Committee:  
Helen Plylar (chair): Helen.plylar@selu.edu 225-245-0556 
Kim Foster Kimberly.foster@selu.edu - 225-328-0927 
Julia Schmidt-Petersen julia.schmidtpetersen@gmail.com 
 
Book Raffle Committee:  
Cheryl Thelie (chair): theileca@hotmail.com 513-652-8867 
Erica Rottmann: Erica.rottmann@selu.edu  
Kim Foster Kimberly.foster@selu.edu - 225-328-0927 
 
Travel Award Coordinator: Drew Davis: drew.davis@coyotes.usd.edu    
 
Web Content Committee Rep: Shab Mohammadi shab.mohammadi@gmail.com 
 
Long Range Planning Committee Ichthyology Rep: Malorie Hayes malorie.hayes@gmail.com  
 
Long Range Planning Committee Herpetology Rep: Shab Mohammadi 
shab.mohammadi@gmail.com  
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Conservation Committee Rep:  
Luke Bower lbower88@tamu.edu 
Bryan Frenette  bryan.d.frenette-1@ou.edu 580-919-9283 
 
Conservation Committee Facebook Coordinators:  
David Delaney dmdelane@uab.edu 
Thornton Larson trlarson@miners.utep.edu 847-899-5062 
Natalia Bayona njbayonav@gmail.com 
James Cureton  james.c.cureton.ii@gmail.com 903-720-9243 
Corey Cates cdcates@uab.edu 
 
Meeting adjourned 1:15pm 

  
TRAVEL AWARD WINNERS – Drew Davis 
  
The winners of the 2014 Clark Hubbs Travel awards are: 
  

Name Email Category Award 
Jacob Owen jacob.owen@go.tarleton.edu Herpetology $300  
Rebecca Tarvin rdtarvin@utexas.edu Herpetology $300  
Megan Winzeler mewinzeler@srel.uga.edu Herpetology $300  
Brian Tornabene brian.tornabene@gmail.com Herpetology $300  
Enrique Santoyo-Brito enrique.s.brito@okstate.edu Herpetology $300  
Erin Kenison erin.kenison@gmail.com Herpetology $300  
Olivera Joksimovic o.joksimovic@mail.utoronto.ca Herpetology $500  
Kortney Jaworski kjaworski15@jcu.edu Herpetology $300  
Thornton Larson trlarson@miners.utep.edu Herpetology $300  
Daniel Crear dcrear8@gmail.com Herpetology $300  
Brittany Furtado brittanyfurtado@gmail.com Ichthyology $300  
Kirill Vinnikov vinni@hawaii.edu Ichthyology $500  
Julia Schmidt-Peterson julia.schmidtpetersen@gmail.com Ichthyology $500  
Luke Bower lbower88@tamu.edu Ichthyology $300  
Milton Tan miltontan@auburn.edu Ichthyology $300  
Ben Frable ben.frable@oregonstate.edu Ichthyology $300  
Kyle Newton knewton5@fau.edu Ichthyology $300  
Bryan Keller bakeller@email.arizona.edu Ichthyology $300  
Caroline Arantes caroline.arantes@neo.tamu.edu Ichthyology $300  
Connor Capizzano ccapizzano@une.edu Ichthyology $300  
Shab Mohammadi shab.mohammadi@gmail.com Grad Chair $300  

  

Total 
Awarded $6,900  
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20.  HSFC:  Henry S. Award Committee – Karen R. Lips  
 
Committee: Karen Lips, Richard Seigel, Jonathan Campbell 
 

Established in 1998, the Henry S. Fitch Award for Excellence in Herpetology is awarded 
annually in recognition of “an individual for long term excellence in the study of amphibian 
and/or reptile biology, based principally on the quality of the awardee’s research; consideration 
is also given to educational and service impacts of the individual’s career.”  
The award is named in honor of Henry S. Fitch, in recognition of his exceptionally long, 
productive, and ongoing career. The Fitch Award Committee for 2015 consisted of Karen Lips 
(chair), Rich Seigel and Jonathan Campbell. Four individuals were nominated this year for the 
2015 award and 2 nominees were carried over from previous years.  

Once nominated, an individual can be considered for the award for three years. The 
credentials and nomination letters for six nominees were examined and discussed openly by the 
Committee. All nominated individuals are outstanding leaders in the discipline of Herpetology 
and all are worthy of receiving the Fitch Award. Each nominee has had a productive career and 
remains active in research. 

Nonetheless, after discussion and a straw vote, the committee settled on one of the 
nominees to whom the award will be presented at the plenary session on Day 1 of the Joint 
Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists Meeting in 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Lips 
 
21.  JSNC:  Joseph S. Nelson Award Committee – Cristina Cox Fernandes  
 

The committee for 2015 was comprised of Cristina Cox Fernandes (Chair), Lynne Parenti 
and Larry Page.  The committee received only one name of an ASIH member for this award 
from one nominator by the deadline, 1 April 2015. Four nominees remained from the previous 
year (2014), one not eligible (not a member of ASIH). A total of four nominees were considered 
eligible for 2015’s award.  
 
The committee concluded deliberations on 13 May 2015 on Skype and the announcement of this 
year’s winner will be during the plenary session of the 2015 ASIH meetings in Reno, Nevada.  
 
The crystal award will be ordered on FineAwards.com by Larry Page given that Cristina Cox 
Fernandes will be out of the country for about a month.  
 
Submitted for the committee, 
Cristina Cox Fernandes 
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22.  LRPP:  Long-Range Planning and Policy Committee - Jacqueline Litzgus  
 
Saturday August 2, 2014; 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm, Room 16 
JMIH 2014, Chattanooga, TN, USA 
 
Members present: Jackie Litzgus (last year as Chair), Margaret Neighbors, Carol Johnston, Fred 
Zaidan (in-coming Chair), Steve Ross, Shab Mohammadi (student rep, herps; 
Shab.mohammadi@gmail.com)   
 
Member regrets:  Doug Martin (Treasurer), Caleb McMahan (student rep, ichs) 
 

1. Introductions of LRPP committee members 
2. Approval of minutes of 2013 LRPP meeting 
3. Litzgus provided a brief report on the EXEC Meeting that took place July 30 
4. Litzgus gave a brief Treasurer's report on behalf of Martin 
5. ENFC 2014 meeting report (Cundall and Zaidan) 

a. 2x operating expenses needed as cash, invest the rest of money. 
b. Agree in principle to support investing in students, but we need to know the actual 

numbers. 
c. Suggested to double amount of the Rainey and Gaige awards, double amount to 

each student for travel awards, and if sufficient money, also increase number of 
awards by 50%. 

d. Margaret suggested it might be better to increase money to students and let them 
decide how to use it for the travel awards (which are decided by lottery); students 
need to work with Treasurer.  

e. Any money left over after investing in students will be reinvested. 
f. LRPP’s recommendation is that the students talk to the Treasurer about extra 

amount to be used for travel awards; let the students decide how they want to give 
the travel awards.  LRPP provided some advice on how to allocate the travel 
awards that Shab will take back to the student committee.  Perhaps rather than 
matching the funds raised in book raffle, we double the match.   

6. Old business  
a. Merging ENFN and LRPP committees, co-chaired to maintain 2 positions on 

EXEC. If there is a reduction of members on EXEC because these committee 
merge, then past president term increases by a year.   

b. Committee composition, terms, and succession plan.  Zaidan takes over as Chair 
of LRPP in January 2015.  Litzgus wishes to remain a member of LRPP.  

c. ASIH brochure. We got it done!  It was included in the registration bag in 2014. 
We will do it again next year. Comments: Increase font size, add new pictures, 
ask Mark Perez-Sabaja from Academy of Natural Sciences to provide advice on 
sprucing it up.  Johnston will talk to him.  

d. Meeting costs for students. Suggested to increase number of student research 
awards (Gaige and Raney awards).  McMahan was to ask students how many of 
them come to the meeting without support from their supervisor or university.  
Malory has gathered these data. In general, everyone had some support, the 
majority (80%) had to pay some from their own pocket.  Shab will send Litzgus 
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the numbers. How many came because they DIDN’T have support?  How could 
we get these numbers?  Zaidan reported that he could not bring 3 students because 
of lack of funding. We should canvass members to see how many don’t come 
because their dept. doesn’t have travel funds for faculty.  Litzgus will ask Beaupre 
to ask web content cmt to send out an email doodle poll to answer this question.  

e. Vendors. AFS group said they don’t have to encourage vendors, they just get 
them. AFS attracts tons of vendors; fish people may have more funding and can 
thus buy more from vendors.  How do we attract more vendors?  K-State does 
contact potential vendors to come to JMIH.  We should have vendors that sell 
field equipment.  We used to have vendors that sold t-shirts, jewellery.  A 
previous vendor who does come anymore said it is because we charge too much 
for our booths.  We need to find out how much we charge and see if we can 
reduce it.  Get a list of vendors that attend other societies and solicit them.  
Recommend to joint meeting management committee (JMMC) to increase 
diversity of vendors.  There needs to be better communication between the local 
committee and JMMC.  Last year the local cmt gathered donations itself.  

7. New business/Matters arising 
a. Student mentorship program in which students who have been to the meetings get 

paired with a first-time attendee to help them navigate the meetings.  Shab felt 
that the random pairing done at the WCH did not work well; it needs to be done 
so that people are paired by interest.  Student committee will work on this.  

b. Child care at meetings.  Ross investigated this last year and found a reputable 
bonded company whose info was submitted and vetted by K-state.  The JMMC 
voted the idea down because of concerns over liability issues.  We may be 
discouraging attendance of young professionals who would like to bring their 
families.   Johnston said that parents would not mind paying; they want child care 
available.  Recommend to EXEC to encourage JMMC to find childcare providers 
at meetings. 
 

8. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Minutes submitted by Jackie Litzgus, LRPP Chair 

Respectfully Submitted  
Jackie Litzgus (LRPP Chair) 
 
23.  MMPC:  Meetings Management and Planning Committee – Henry R. 
Mushinsky  
 

The contract with Kansas State University (K State) to manage and oversee the annual 
JMIH meeting was about to expire and the cost per hour charged by K State was projected to 
increase substantially, prompting a charge to the JMIH Committee to seek competitive bids for 
the management of future JMIH meetings. As Chair of the ASIH MMPC, I worked closely with 
Ed Heist, Chair of the JMIH MMPC to solicit bids from professional meeting management 
organizations. We constructed a detailed Request For Proposals and sent it out. The companies 
were given up to eight weeks to respond before we closed the bidding. We received bids from 
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seven companies including “ A Meeting Company,” “Celebrations,” “Enterprise Events,” JPDL 
International,” “K. State,” “M & I Worldwide,” and “MHW Management.” These bids were sent 
to each member of the JMIH MMPC (Marlis Douglas (ASIH), Kyle Piller (ASIH), David Green 
(HL) and Robert Aldridge (SSAR). In spite of our efforts to standardize the responses made by 
each company, the formats used by them made some direct comparisons difficult, but based on 
various criteria it was very clear that the bid from K State University, which indicated a cap on 
the total costs for managing the meeting (upper limit), was by far our best offer. We unanimously 
supported the continuation of the contract with K. State to serve as our meeting managers.  
 

More recently, the ASIH MMPC met in Reno Nevada on April 8-12, 2015 along with 
representatives of two of the three other JMIH participating societies (SSAR is organizing a 
separate meeting in 2015). Collectively this group comprises the JMIH Meetings Management 
and Planning Committee. The ASIH Committee was consisted of Henry Mushinsky (Chair), 
Marlis Douglas and Kyle Piller. Also present at the April meeting were Edward Heist (chair of 
the JMIH MMPC and representing the AES), David Green (HL Representative), Marty Crump, 
(JMIH Program Director) and Heide Burke from the Kansas State University Continuing 
Education Program.   
 

The main goal for the meeting is to develop the scientific program for the JMIH Meeting 
in July 2015 and that mission was accomplished successfully. Papers and posters submitted for 
the student competitions are scheduled first to facilitate timely evaluation by the judges.  
 

The ASIH MMPC also reviews and selects proposed symposia for the next JMIH 
meeting. This year four symposia were proposed for the 2016 meeting, including one that to be 
co-sponsored by the Herpetologists’ League. The Committee approved ASIH financial support 
for three symposia in 2016 ($1,500 for symposium 1 and 3 listed below; symposium 2 will 
receive funds from the ASIH Centennial Committee).  
 
The three funded symposia are:  
 

1. "Eco-Evolutionary Dynamics Across Taxa: Fishes, Amphibians and Reptiles" David 
Green and Andrew Hendry, Organizers.  
 

2. “ASIH at 100: Setting the Stage for the Next Hundred Years.” Eric Hilton, organizer.  
 

3. “Lessons From, and Visions For, Long-term Studies of Freshwater Fish Communities” 
Edie Marsh and Keith Gido, Organizers.  

 
A fourth symposium, “Color Patterns in Fish, Amphibians, and Reptiles,” organized by Peter 

Uetz and John Steffan was not supported for funding. We viewed this proposal as insufficiently 
developed to warrant support for 2016.  
 

Note, JMIH societies are limited to sponsoring two symposia, but because the 2016 meeting 
marks the 100th Anniversary of the ASIH, the three sister societies strongly backed the ASIH 
sponsoring three symposia.  
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While in Reno we also met with representatives of the local committee and facility staff to 
clarify logistics and coordinate details about field trips, social events and other JMIH activities. 
We summarized this information about the meeting venue and the city to help our membership 
prepare for the July meeting. This narrative was posted on the ASIH website to inform the 
membership about what to expect in Reno and anticipate an interesting meeting.  
 
Meeting Sites: Thanks to Heide Burke and the K. State crew, we have conference venues 
scheduled through 2017, including: 
 
2016 – The Marriot Hotel in New Orleans, Louisiana 
2017 – Austin, Texas  
 

A complete guide to submitting symposia to the ASIH MMPC has been revised and is 
now posted on the ASIH website. 
 

An item that requires ASIH Executive Committee action is the extension of the MOU 
among the four JMIH Societies. The MMPC suggests the extension be signed for ten years.  
 
Respectfully submitted for the Committee 
H.R. Mushinsky 
 
24.  NOMC:  Nominating Committee – Theodore W. Pietsch 
 

The Nominating Committee for 2014-2015 was chaired by Ted Pietsch and assisted by 
Tiffany Doan, James Van Dyke, and Leo Smith.  The information on all candidates is provided 
in Appendix C.  
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee, 
 
T. W. Pietsch, Chairperson 
 
25.  RFAC:  Raney Fund Award Committee – Raelynn Deaton 
 
Committee Members: Kevin Conway and Paulette Reneau 
 

For the 2015 Raney Research Grants through ASIH, the committee received 33 
submissions on or before March 1, 2015. One submission was incomplete, and one was not 
appropriate for Raney (focus was on amphibians); therefore those grants were dismissed from 
the competition. Of the 31 complete submissions, 16 were PhD students, 10 were Master’s 
students, and 5 were undergraduate students. These 31 submissions represented 20 different 
universities. This round of grant submissions was impressively high quality.  

Of the 31 completed submissions, three were not compliant with grant guidelines, and 
after discussion by the committee, ultimately dismissed from the competition. Violations 
included exceeding the two-page limit via budget and including appendices/tables on separate 
pages (which also caused the grants to exceed the page limit).  The committee discussed whether 
or not the guidelines were clearly outlined on the website and if they needed revised, but decided 
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that the website guidelines are clear and the students should have followed the guidelines more 
carefully. The committee felt it appropriate for the committee Chair to let the three students 
know that their grants were dismissed, and why, so that they would be more careful for future 
grant submissions.   

The committee recommended six grants for funding: two PhD, two Master’s and two 
undergraduate. Ranks were as follows: rank 1 undergraduate, ranks 2 and 3 (tie) PhD, rank 4 
Master’s, rank 5 undergraduate, and rank 6 Master’s. With $5000 for allotment, funding 
recommendations were as follows: $1000 for first place, $900 for second, third and fourth place, 
and $700 for fifth and sixth place. Score for first place was clearly higher than the other top 
grants (9.75), second-fourth place scores were nearly identical (9.47, 9.47, 9.43 respectively) and 
scores for fifth and sixth place were also nearly identical (9.27, 9.26 respectively). These six 
grants clearly clustered out from the remaining grants, and thus, the committee felt that all were 
deserving of funding, although not all equally.  
 
2015 Award winners are as follows: 
 
Pamela Cisneros, St. Edward’s University, $1000 
Friend, Foe, or Frenemy: Testing the Dear Enemy Hypothesis in a Sex Role Reversed 
Pipefish, Syngnathus scovelli 
 
Jennifer Gresham, University of Alabama, $900 
Fitness Consequences Of Self-Fertilization Versus Outcrossing In Mangrove Rivulus Fish 
 
Amber Makowicz, University of Oklahoma, $900 
Clonal Recognition in a Unisexual Fish via MHC Genes 
 
Michael Chase Gilbert, Western Kentucky University, $900 
Impacts of Habitat Fragmentation and Population Isolation on the Trophic Morphology of a 
Threatened Desert Fish Species 
 
Haley Christians, St. Edward’s University, $700 
Uniqueness Motivating Intrigue: Testing the Novelty Hypothesis as a Mechanism of 
Heterospecific Mating in Livebearing Fishes 
 
Kristin Walovich, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, $700 
Taxonomic Resolution of Southern African Shortnose Chimaeras, Hydrolagus Gill:  
Conservation and Management Implications of an Enigmatic Fish Group 
 

Recommendations were sent by the Chair to Secretary Donnelly for approval, who 
checked for current membership. Several of the proposed recipients had not updated their 
memberships, and were notified by the Chair to do so immediately, as they were being 
considered for funding. Once all recipients were current with membership, the Chair notified 
them of their award and the amount, and asked Secretary Donnelly to post the winners on the 
ASIH website. The Chair gathered addresses from recipients and sent those to Treasurer Martin, 
who issued checks to the students. The Chair encouraged all recipients to attend the 2015 
meeting in Reno, Nevada.  



 

 

37 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Raelynn Deaton Haynes, PhD 
Committee Chair, 2015 
  
26.  RHGC:  Robert H. Gibbs, Jr. Memorial Award Committee – Brian 
Sidlauskas  
 

In April of 2015, the Robert H. Gibbs, Jr. Memorial Award Committee, consisting of 
Brian Sidlauskas (Chair), G. David Johnson and Carole Baldwin evaluated the credentials of four 
nominees for the 2015 award for excellence in systematic ichthyology. The four nominees 
include new and renewed nominations for the award. The recipient of the 2015 award will be 
announced in July at the plenary session of the annual ASIH meeting in Reno, NV. A full-page 
announcement detailing the winner’s accomplishments, along with a photograph, will be 
published in Copeia 2016(1). As with previous awardees, this year’s recipient will be encouraged 
to submit a paper on systematic ichthyology for review and consideration for publication as the 
lead paper in the second year following the award. For 2016, Brian Sidlauskas departs the 
committee after three years of service. G. David Johnson assumes duties as committee chair, 
assisted by Carole Baldwin and a third member to be elected at the Reno meeting. 
 
27.  RKJC:  Robert K. Johnson Award Committee – Robert E. Espinoza 
 

The Robert K. Johnson Award honors the memory of former ASIH Secretary and Copeia 
Editor Bob Johnson, whose long service and lasting contributions to the Society included 
production of the first guide to ASIH policies and procedures. The Johnson Award recognizes 
individuals who have made major contributions to the Society through their service to the 
organization, and it is awarded to either an ichthyologist or a herpetologist in alternate years. 
This year’s award will be made to a herpetologist. The 2015 Johnson Award Committee consists 
of Steven J. Beaupré, Kathleen S. Cole, and Robert E. Espinoza (Chair). The committee 
evaluated the nominations of several distinguished and highly qualified ASIH members, each 
with extensive records of service. Despite the high quality of the nominees, the committee was 
able to reach a decision, which will be announced at the Plenary Session of the JMIH in Reno, 
NV. The results will also be featured in an upcoming issue of Copeia.  

Robert Espinoza will rotate off the committee at the end of this year, and a new 
ichthyology member will be elected at the JMIH in 2015 to join the committee, which will be 
chaired by Kathleen Cole.  

 
28.  AES:  Representative to the American Elasmobranch Society - Edward J.  
Heist 
 

The American Elasmobranch Society held its 30th annual meeting in Chattanooga as part 
of the Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists.   AES had 86 oral presentations and 22 
poster presentations.   
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Prior to the meeting, a two-day workshop titled “Techniques and Applications in 
Elasmobranch Population Genetics: A Workshop to Further the Field” was held on the campus 
of the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.  The workshop was organized by AES student 
Dovi Kacev and was funded by the “Save Our Seas Foundation.”  Approximately 20 students 
attended and presentation were made by included presentations by mentors including Toby Daly-
Engel, David Portnoy, Ed Heist, Kevin Feldheim, Demian Chapman, Debra Abercrombie, 
Shannon Corrigan, and Luiz Rocha. 

Results of the society’s election were announced at the business meeting.  Our executive 
committee of remains the same with President Chris Lowe, Secretary Jennifer Wyffels, Treasurer 
Cathy Walsh, Editor David Shiffman, and Past-president Lara Ferry.  Carl Luer and Lisa 
Whitenack were elected to the Board of Directors.  Our new Nominating Committee is Jeremy 
Vaudo, Chair, Dovi Kacev, Lindsay Harris, Andy Nosal, and Kady Lyons.   

Approximately 120 people attended the AES banquet on Sunday night where plaques and 
checks were provided to award winners.  The Samuel H. Gruber best student paper award was 
won by Christopher Mull for a paper entitled “Placentation and the Evolution of Brain Size and 
Structure in Sharks, Skates, and Rays.”  The Jeffrey and Carol Carrier award for the best student 
poster went to Callie Crawford for a poster titled “CT Scanning Chondrichthyans: No Bones 
About It.”  

AES provided three student research awards: the AES Student Research Award went to 
Kelsey James, the Donald R. Nelson Behavior Research Award went to James Anderson, and the 
Henry and Anne Mollet Elasmobranch Research Award went to Kyle Newton.  With additional 
support from the Save Our Seas Foundation, AES provided student travel awards to Robert 
Bullock, Jeremy Higgs, Arianne Leary, Callie Crawford, and Kelly Van Hees.  The silent and 
live auctions raised $6102 for future student travel.    
 
29.  AFSR:  Representatives to the American Fisheries Society – Michael E. 
Douglas and Marlis R. Douglas 
 

The American Fisheries Society (AFS) held its 143rd Annual Meeting in Quebec City, 
Canada, on 17-22 August 2014. The meeting theme was: ‘From Fisheries Research to 
Management: Thinking and Acting Locally and Globally,’ and it included almost 1,700 attendees 
from 35 nations, and consisted of 40 symposia and 32 contributed paper sessions with 1,445 oral 
papers and 221 posters. The 2015 Meeting will be held in Portland, Oregon (16-20 August), and 
is also expected to be large (the 2011 meeting in Seattle was largest AFS conference ever over 
4,300 attendees). 

The AFS-ASIH liaisons (MED and MRD) were tasked by AFS President Robert Hughes 
to (1) organize a joint AFS-ASIH symposium during the 2014 annual AFS meeting; (2) identify 
strategies to recruit/retain younger members; and (3) ask the ASIH-AFS Names of Fishes 
Committee about transparency with regard to the process of name changes. 

With regards to (1): A symposium (‘Big Data Science and Its Impacts of Fish 
Conservation and Management’) was co-organized by M.E. Douglas and M.R. Douglas at the 
2014 meeting (summarized in Fisheries 39(12):591). Three focal areas were included: genomics, 
geographic information systems (GIS), and remote sensing. All share a potential to generate 
massive amounts of data, with challenges being their management and analyses. A panel 
discussion then identified as key elements the standardization, centralized archiving, and 
eventual access of data by stakeholders. The panel reiterated that interdisciplinary 
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communication and diverse coalitions are essential for optimizing big data. A follow-up 
symposium (Big Data 2) is being organized for the 2015 AFS meeting. 

(2) Similar to other societies, AFS experienced declining membership during the late 
1990’s and its membership numbers now vary with the size of the Annual Meeting. No single 
membership category changed dramatically, but there are slightly larger but fluctuating numbers 
in the ‘Young Professional’ and ‘Student Member’ categories. To counter this, AFS 
targeted lapsed members in a drive that resulted in numerous membership renewals.  

(3) Larry Page, Chair of the Joint ASIH-AFS Committee on Names of Fishes, related 
that the composite membership of the committee should allow for sufficient clarity and 
transparency with regard to the decisions reached on naming of fishes.  

Other AFS societal activities and initiatives of potential interest to ASIH: A strong push 
by AFS to increase its global presence has resulted in a variety of new activities 
(http://fisheries.org/2013-annual-report), including Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with 
various conservation and natural resource agencies, centers, policy councils (e.g., USGS 
Southeast Ecological Science Center; Chesapeake Conservancy; Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership; National Fish Habitat Partnership, etc.). Additional agreements are 
being developed for a closer association with other scientific organizations (e.g., Brazilian 
Society of Ichthyology). AFS also agreed to maintain a website of imperiled North American 
aquatic fauna. 

AFS also approved a new Society Strategic Plan that included six major goals (i.e., 
science, education, communication, networking, advocacy, governance) and 15 strategies for 
attaining them (http://fisheries.org/afs-strategic-plan-for-2015-2019). In 2014, the AFS 
presidency transitioned from Robert Hughes to Donna Parish. Doug Austin was hired in 2013 as 
the new AFS Executive Director, replacing Gus Rassam. 
 
30.  AUDC:  Audit Committee – Michael E. Douglas 

The 2014 Audit Committee: chaired by Michael E. Douglas, with Steven J. Beaupre and 
William J. Matthews as members.  
           We have examined the 2014 budget reports provided by Treasurer Martin to the ASIH 
Audit Committee and Executive Committee, and find the year’s income and expenses are 
appropriate for ASIH. The attached 2014 cash-based budget report is the primary source of our 
evaluation. We have also received and reviewed the monthly checks and charges reports sent to 
Secretary Maureen Donnelly for approval of expenses paid. 

31.  AIBS:  Representative to the AIBS and BioOne - Alan H. Savitzky 
 

BioOne is a nonprofit consortium that provides electronic publishing services for many 
independent society and institutional publishers, providing royalties based upon online journal 
usage, as well as profit-sharing (i.e., distributing net profits at the end of the fiscal year).  BioOne 
holds an annual Publishers and Partners Meeting in Washington, DC.  Carole Baldwin is the 
ASIH Representative to BioOne, but this year she was not informed of that meeting.  However, I 
had the opportunity to attend (as a member of the BioOne Board of Directors), and I provide the 
2015 report. 

BioOne continues to provide an outstanding level of service and income for its member 
publishers.  As of this year, BioOne has published 1.1 million pages and has returned $32 million 
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to its member publishers.  The funds are returned in the form of both royalties and profit-sharing, 
and are based on an algorithm that reflects relative use of the journal within the collection.  
BioOne has merged its two collections (formerly known as BioOne.1 and BioOne.2) into a single 
collection for the purpose of sales (now known as BioOne Complete), and future sales will be 
only for the full collection.  However, the two collections remain internally distinct, to protect 
the financial returns to the individual publishers. 

Three presentations at this year’s Publishers & Partners Meeting may be of particular 
interest to our society members.  First, an update was provided on BioOne’s new journal 
Elementa:  Science of the Anthropocene.  The open-access journal continues to seek new 
manuscripts, and society members are encouraged to visit their website 
(https://www.elementascience.org/) to consider whether Elementa would be an appropriate outlet 
for their publications on human impacts on fauna or habitats. 

Second, Amy Brand of Digital Science (formerly with CrossRef) gave a presentation 
entitled “Beyond Authorship:  An Introduction to the Credit Taxonomy.”  The presentation dealt 
with the increasing complexities of authorship and credit for scientific publications, including the 
issues of “coercion authorship” and “honorary authorship.”   She noted that a Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE) has been established in the UK, and other organizations are 
considering the implications of modern trends in authorship and credit. 

Finally, Kathleen Erickson discussed the new joint editorial office for the American 
Ornithological Union and the Cooper Ornithological Society.  Having failed to fully merge the 
several ornithological societies headquartered in North America, the AOU and COS did succeed 
in merging their editorial offices.  Kathleen, who serves as Managing Editor for both societies’ 
journals, discussed their joint publication office in detail.  The goals, among other things, were to 
effect savings in publication costs and also to protect print publication for as long as possible.  
The two societies maintain separate Editors-in-Chief and Associate Editors, but they share a 
Managing Editor and her office, with both societies contributing equally to the costs of that 
office.  Great care went into establishing the joint editorial office, which is overseen by a Joint 
Advisory Committee (for editorial policy) and a Joint Management Committee (for financial 
oversight).  Many benefits have emerged from this relationship, including the online publication 
of a joint newsletter which is read by >10,000 people.  This may be an appropriate model for 
collaboration among several of the herpetological and ichthyological societies. 

These and other presentations from the 2015 Publishers & Partners Meeting can be 
viewed at http://www.bioone.org/page/about/presentations. 
 

The American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS) is an umbrella organization of 
over 150 member societies and organizations (MSOs), many of which focus on organismal 
biology or ecology, as well as individual members.  This year AIBS has been re-examining its 
structure and reconsidering its core mission.  AIBS lost two key members of its staff this year.  
Richard O’Grady, Executive Director of AIBS, departed to pursue other opportunities, and Susan 
Musante, manager of educational programs, left to join the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  
Since those departures, AIBS has been working to clarify and focus on its core mission.  Key to 
that mission will be a continuing commitment to the AIBS Public Policy Office, which provides 
direction communication between our societies and legislators and other lawmakers. 

The AIBS continues to provide direct access to legislators on behalf of its professional 
society constituents. Society members are encouraged to consider signing up with the AIBS 
Legislative Action Center (LAC; http://policy.aibs.org/), which provides immediate alerts 
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regarding relevant legislation and simplifies contacting individual legislators to express an 
opinion on those issues, many of which are related to conservation or the federal funding of 
science.  This year the Public Policy Office was heavily involved in efforts to ensure re-
authorization of the America COMPETES Act, which included funding for NSF. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Alan H. Savitzky 
 
32.  CONS:  Conservation Committee – Frank H. McCormick  

During the annual meeting in Chattanooga, CONS discussed developing conservation-
related content for the ASIH Website and Facebook page.  The CONS Chair, ASIH President 
Brad Shaffer and member Gene Helfman met with the graduate student associate to enlist 
additional members in the committee. 

  CONS worked with the committees of the joint societies to support a joint letter to the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service requesting emergency measures to prevent the import of 
live animal imports infected with a new species of chytrid (Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans) 
that is highly virulent to numerous salamander taxa but which is not yet present in the US.  The 
request included bans of imports infected with other diseases like ranavirus). 

  The Committee Chair provided comments on the pre-publication draft of the Bull Trout 
Recovery Plan. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank H. McCormick 
Chair 

33.  EHRC:  Education and Human Resource Committee – Michael Pauers 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Current Members: 

 
Michael J. Pauers - Chair 
Prosanta Chakrabarty 
Carol Johnston 
Steve Kimble 
Elizabeth Marchio 

 
Changes to Membership: 
  
 None. 
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ACTIVITIES 2013-2014: 
 
Activities Completed/In Progress: 
 

June/July 2014: Pauers coordinated the selection of the first annual awardee of the 
Meritorious Teaching Award in Ichthyology.  The selection Committee consisted of 
Chakrabarty, Johnston, Ed Heist, and Lara Ferry.  The Committee voted overwhelmingly to 
award this honor to Gene S. Helfman. 

January/February 2015: Pauers was contacted by President Allen to coordinate with the 
AES regarding a new program for this year’s (and, likely, future) JMIH.  The program would 
connect high school students from the host city with members willing to guide a 
student/chaperon pair through a day at the meetings, and to talk about careers in the sciences.  
The EHRC discussed the program and voted unanimously to support.  Discussions and 
coordination continue, but the ASIH has a date (the Friday of the meeting) and two volunteers 
(Chakrabarty and Mallorie Hayes) so far.   

February 2015: The EHRC began preliminary discussions regarding the voluntary 
disclosure by members of demographic (sex, race) information.  The feeling was that this would 
be beneficial to the society for the tracking of trends in the diversity of membership. 

March/April 2015: Solicitations began for this year’s MTAIch.  This year’s selection 
committee is the same as last year’s (Chakrabarty, Johnston, Ed Heist, and Lara Ferry), with 
the addition of Chris Lowe.  As of this writing (08 June 2015), eight nominations for some 
absolutely outstanding candidates have been received.  

May 2015: A request from a member of the public to identify fishes photographed during 
a diving trip was received.  Pauers referred the individual to Randy Mooi, of the Manitoba 
Museum. 
 
Items Needing Attention; to (hopefully) be addressed in 2015-2016: 
 

Resume a discussion of the possibility, usefulness and development of an app (or other 
centralized, online resource) that would aid locating mentors for in STEM fields [from Richard 
Paul; response by George Middendorf] 

Begin consideration of an EHRC webpage (on the ASIH site) that 1) outlines committee 
functions and 2) provides links to other basic info (like the career guides) 

Continue to identify new committee members – an absolute priority if the committee is to 
continue.  We respectfully request nominations from the BOG, especially for herpetologists! 
 
34.  HACC:  Herpetological Animal Care and Use Committee – Christopher  
  L. Parkinson 
 

Over the last year we have received several email requests for clarifications regarding the 
use of reptiles and amphibians in research and IACUC compliance in field studies.  To help 
facilitate the understanding of reptiles and amphibians use in research, I participated in a special 
session on wildlife research and IACUC compliance at the 2014 National American Association 
for Laboratory Animal Science meeting in San Antonio TX. I spoke on the “Care and Use of 
Nonvenomous and Venomous Reptiles in Science”. This session was attended by over 200 
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individuals, and several asked questions directly related to captive use of lizards and snakes by 
researchers and methods of field euthanasia. 

The committee plans to hopefully update our HACC guidelines this year, if anyone wants 
to volunteer to help we would greatly appreciate their services. 
 
Respectively submitted,  
 
Christopher L. Parkinson 
 
35.  HSOC:  Representative to the Herpetological Societies (SSAR and the 
HL) – Alan H. Savitzky 
 

Joint activities among the three societies continue to revolve around JMIH activities.  
This year the SSAR is meeting independently at the University of Kansas, but that situation is 
not expected to repeat itself in the near future.  There is also a joint Conservation Committee, 
although SSAR some maintains independent conservation programs. 

Although a few general biological societies (e.g., SICB, SSE) continue to grow and 
evolve, many taxon-based organizations continue to lose members.  That follows a broader trend 
among professional organizations, with memberships generally falling or, in some cases, 
individuals shifting to more specialized organizations with which they more closely identify.  
Nonetheless, the JMIH societies have remained refractory to closer administrative relationships. 

Several years ago a number of ornithological societies attempted to merge, but failed to 
convince a sufficient number of members.  However, the American Ornithological Union and the 
Cooper Ornithological Society did, as a result of those discussions, establish a joint editorial 
office (http://americanornithology.org/), with the goal of improving efficiency, saving money, 
and prolonging the publication of their print journals.  Additional information on that joint 
venture is included in the report of the ASIH Representative to BioOne and AIBS. 
 
36.  IACC:  Ichthyological Animal Care and Use Committee – Edie  
Marsh-Matthews  
 

Members of the Ichthyological Animal Care and Use Committee (IACC) are Edie Marsh-
Matthews (Chair), Michael Heithaus and Nate Franssen. The charge of the IACC, (as outlined by 
Past President Steve Beaupre) includes: 1) maintenance and update to the guidelines, 2) service 
to JMIH members in navigating protocol submission and approval, and 3) service to government 
and regulatory agencies (e.g. local IACUCs) that may need taxon-specific assistance in the 
evaluation and approval of protocols.  

In the past year, the IACC Chair followed up on the status of the “Guidelines for Use of 
Fishes in Research” (2013) which is now posted on the ASIH website. The IACC had no other 
items of business in 2014. 
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37.  IHCC:  Ichthyological and Herpetological Collections Committee – Mark 
Sabaj Pérez 
 

The 2014 Collections Committee Meeting was held from 3–5pm on 1 August 2014 in 
Meeting Room 18 of the Chattanooga Convention Center, site of the 2014 Joint Meeting of 
Ichthyologists and Herpetologists hosted by the Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute, 
Anna George local Chair. The committee meeting commenced with introductions, followed by a 
lengthy discussion on the creation of a service award for excellence in the stewardship of natural 
history collections of fishes and herps. 

It was noted that the idea for such an award was independently conceived by Gerald 
Smith and discussed among ASIH Past-Presidents, including Bruce Collette, Larry Page and 
John Lundberg, at the 2014 JMIH. 

Questions and comments concerning the award, as discussed by the Collections 
Committee: 

1) Who should propose the award to the ASIH? The Collections Committee or the 
Nominating Committee? 

2) Who would be eligible for such an award? 
Primarily Collections Managers, but also Registrars? Curators? 
Committee agreed that all candidates should be ASIH members. 

3) Name of Award? 
Suggestion put forth make Susan Jewett the first ichthyological recipient of the 
award, and then to name the award for her. Susan Jewett was a long-time collection 
manager of fishes at the US National Museum and served under Ernest Lachner. 
Greg Watkins-Colwell suggested, and Kirsten Nicholson and Lex Snyder agreed, that 
there should be no naming rights unless associated with an endowment. The 
Committee agreed to this. 

4) How are candidates to be proposed and evaluated? 
Committee agreed that, ideally, the award should alternate between an ichthyologist 
and a herpetologist, and recognized that some candidates blur that distinction. 
Committee agreed upon a three person “Collections Award Committee” (CAC) to 
evaluate candidates. The ASIH Nominating Committee would propose members of 
the CAC. The CAC would be composed of two herpetologists (including Chair) and 
one ichthyologist in years when the award is to be given to a herpetologist, and two 
ichthyologists (including Chair) and one herpetologist in years when the award is to 
be given to an ichthyologist. 

5) What should the Award be? 
Humorous suggestions included a drum of ethanol, archival paper, or Datamax 
printer. Lex Snyder suggested contacting collections-related vendors (e.g., Delta, 
Gaylord, Pharmco, Fisher) to raise an endowment. All current ASIH awards involve a 
plaque of some sort (cost ca. $120). 
 

The Collections Committee agreed to propose Resolution for Collections Award at 2014 
ASIH Business Meeting. Mark Sabaj Pérez prepared Resolution with help from Matt Craig and 
Greg Watkins-Colwell. However, the Resolution was submitted too late for incorporation into 
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the 2014 business meeting. Therefore, Mark will submit the following Resolution for the 2015 
ASIH business meeting in Reno: 
 
Whereas natural history specimens and their derivatives serve as the foundation for diverse 
research on the biology and conservation of fishes, amphibians and reptiles… 
 
And, whereas the repositories of such objects serve as archives of biodiversity, providing 
historical continuity between past, present and future studies... 
 
And whereas the enduring value of such specimens and repositories to science and society is 
dependent upon those dedicated to their preservation, management and advancement...  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the ASIH will recognize Excellence in Service to Natural History 
Collections with the annual Spiritus Award.  
 

Next during the Collections Committee meeting, Kirsten Nicholson brought up the 
subject of the Nagoya Protocol and its implications for collections management; a brief 
discussion ensued. 

The aforementioned protocol is an international agreement with goals summarized in its 
full title: The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity. It 
was adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity at its 
tenth meeting on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan. The Nagoya Protocol “entered into force” 
in January 2015, 90 days after 50 countries accepted, approved, accessioned or ratified it. As of 
March 2015, it appears that 59 countries are so listed (http://www.cbd.int/abs/nagoya-
protocol/signatories/). Information on the Nagoya Protocal is at: http://www.cbd.int/abs/. 

The Committee noted that the US has not signed the Nagoya Protocol (its status is left 
blank in the aforementioned list). Components of the Nagoya Protocol resemble those of 
Material Transfer Agreements (MTAs) necessary for Brazilian natural history museums to send 
and receive specimens and genetic resources to and from foreign institutions. But, MTAs are 
between specific institutions, whereas the Nagoya Protocol is between nations. For the most part, 
the Collections Committee does not know how the Nagoya Protocol will ultimately affect the 
work of US natural history museums. The Nagoya Protocol is sure to be a topic of future 
discussions. 

A related topic was briefly discussed: MTAs (Material Transfer Agreements) with 
Brazilian museums. Technically, the “Legal Representative” of each of the two institutions 
involved must sign MTAs. However, at some American institutions, the legal representative may 
be unwilling to agree to the terms of the MTA (which are based on Brazilian law). A Senior 
Associate Vice Provost (SAVP) at Drexel University now signs MTAs between the Academy of 
Natural Sciences and Brazilian institutions. Before agreeing to sign an MTA, however, the 
SAVP made changes to two terms of the original MTA. The signatory of the Brazilian institution 
agreed to the changes, but the status of the modified MTA remains unclear. For examples of 
MTAs and procedures for obtaining MTAs and other permits related to collaborative work in 
Brazil, Mark Sabaj Pérez encouraged people to visit the website of the iXingu Project (NSF 
DEB-1257813) at: http://symbiont.ansp.org/ixingu/ 
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Sarah Huber announced that on 15 May 2014, the National Science Foundation awarded 
the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) a grant (DBI 1349327) to organize, expand and 
digitize its large and important collection of larval fishes from around the world. Eric Hilton (PI), 
Deborah Steinberg (CoPI) and Sarah Huber (CoPI) submitted their proposal to the Collections in 
Support of Biological Research (CSBR) program at NSF. 

H.J. Walker, in his continuing saga involving local fire marshals, stressed the importance 
of staying current on the evolving nature of safety regulations. 

Kirsten Nichols asked about providing voucher numbers for tissue samples, a practice 
required for some publications. Reluctance to do so is because a tissue sample may eventually 
become exhausted. Lex Snyder commented that separate catalog or filing numbers should be 
applied to cryo-samples. Ideally, each one of those numbers is linked to the catalog number for a 
specimen that may or may not be vouchered at the same institution as the cryo-sample. That 
discussion concluded the JMIH Collections Committee meeting. 

A new, up-to-date version (v. 5.0) of the Standard Symbolic Codes for Institutional 
Resource Collections in Herpetology & Ichthyology was made available by Mark Sabaj Pérez 
(compiler/editor) via the ASIH website on 22 September 2014. The new list contained 1633 
abbreviation records including 125 newly added, as well as important corrections to previously 
listed abbreviations. Copeia authors were encouraged to use/cite the new list. For comments and 
suggestions on v 5.0, thanks extended to: William D. Anderson, Jr., Gloria Arratia, Hipócrates 
Chalkidis, David Cundall, Byron J. Freeman, Eli Greenbaum, James Hanken, Sarah Huber, Kei 
Miyamoto, Mariana Morando , Hiroyuki Motomura, Luciana Barreto Nascimento, Heather L. 
Prestridge, Rob Robins, Alexandra M. Snyder, Leandro Sousa, Victor Springer, Lou Van 
Guelpen, James Anyelo Vanegas-Rios, and Matthew D. Wagner. 

On 31 December 2014, the last day of his Presidency, H. Bradley Shaffer emailed Mark 
Sabaj Pérez to ask 1) if he was willing to stay on as Chair, and 2) if the slate of members and 
subcommittees needed updating. Mark agreed to stay on as Chair of the committee and noted 
that the committee membership is relatively “open”. Over the past few years, anyone interested 
in joining the committee has been welcome to do so. That said, there are many “legacy” 
subcommittees that are essentially inactive. Therefore, Brad Shaffer, Maureen Donnelly and 
Mark agreed that at the 2015 JMIH in Reno, the Collections Committee should evaluate its slate 
of subcommittees and propose dissolution where necessary. 

During JMIH meetings past, the Collections Committee discussed adding “Collections 
Related” to the list of categories from which one may choose when submitting a contributed Oral 
Paper or Poster via the JMIH website for Abstract Submissions (current categories are: Behavior, 
Biogeography & Phylogeography, Conservation & Management, Development, Ecology, 
General Herpetology, General Ichthyology, Genetics, Morphology & Histology, Physiology, 
Reproduction, and Systematics). At the April 2015 meeting of the ASIH Meeting Management 
and Planning Committee, Martha Lynn Crump shared the idea with that committee and they 
agreed it was good. In the Fall of 2015, Marty will be working with Oxford on the Abstract 
Submission website and “will be sure to have them add it for the 2016 and future JMIH 
meetings”.  
 
2014 Ichthyological and Herpetological Collections Committee Meeting Attendance  
 
Craig, Matt   University of San Diego 
Ford, Linda S.   Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology 
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Frable, Ben   Oregon State University 
Hartel, Karsten  Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology 
Hendrickson, Dean  University of Texas, Austin 
Huber, Sarah   Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
Klepadlo, Cynthia  Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
Konstantinidis, Peter  Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
Mann, Justin   Tulane University 
McMahon, Caleb  Field Museum of Natural History 
Nicholson, Kirsten  Central Michigan University 
Rosado, José    Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology 
Rob Robins   Florida Natural History Museum 
Sabaj Pérez, Mark  Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 
Schneider, Greg  University of Michigan 
Singer, Randy   University of Alabama 
Snyder, Alexandra  Museum of Southwestern Biology, Univ. New Mexico 
Thompson, Ken  Lock Haven University 
Walker, H.J.    Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
Watkins-Colwell, Gregory Yale Peabody Museum 
Watters, Jessa   Sam Noble Museum 
Werneke, David  Auburn University 
Williams, Jeff   Smithsonian Institution, US National Museum 
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ASIH COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE as of 5 June 2015 
 
Chair 
Mark Sabaj Pérez           sabaj@ansp.org 
 
Newsletter Subcommittee 
H.J. Walker (Chair)                 hjwalker@ucsd.edu                
Cynthia Klepadlo                 cklepadlo@ucsd.edu       
Rob Robins                       rhrobins@flmnh.ufl.edu   
Lou Van Guelpen          arc@mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca    
Matthew T. Craig                 matthew.craig@upr.edu    
 
Supplies and Practices Subcommittee 
Nelson Rios (Chair)           nelson@museum.tulane.edu         
Barbara Brown             bbrown@amnh.org          
Mark Sabaj Pérez           sabaj@ansp.org           
Gregory Schneider                ges@umich.edu            
Ken Thompson             kthompso@lhup.edu        
Lou Van Guelpen          ARC@mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca                    
J. Tom Giermakowski             tomas@unm.edu            
Andy Bentley                     abentley@ku.edu  
Randy Singer                     rsinger@flmnh.ufl.edu 
Ben Frable                   ben.frable@oregonstate.edu 
 
Ichthyological & Herpetological Data Standards Subcommittee 
Jeffrey T. Williams (Chair)    WILLIAMSJT@si.edu        
Stanley D. Blum           sblum@calacademy.org     
Paulo Andreas Buckup     buckup@acd.ufrj.br               
David Catania                    dcatania@calacademy.org  
Dean Hendrickson                 deanhend@austin.utexas.edu 
Richard Pyle                     deepreef@bishopmuseum.org        
Nelson Rios                      nelson@museum.tulane.edu                         
Katherine Maslenikov            pearsonk@u.washington.edu        
Jens V. Vindum            jvindum@calacademy.org 
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Story of Spiritus1 
 

“In most cases, a single well-preserved [natural history] specimen is of more 
value to science than ten which have been insufficiently cared for. What is worth 
preserving at all is worth preserving well.” 

            —B.G. Wilder & S.H. Gage 1886:121 
 

Spiritus is Latin for “breath” or “wind”, and in that sense synonymous with the Greek 
word pneuma. To Aristotle (384–322 BCE), spiritus was divine, analogous to the astral element, 
and the vital heat that conveyed the soul during procreation (Platt 1912). Medical philosophers 
from Galen (129–ca. 200/216 CE) to Jean François Fernel (1497–1558) echoed and expanded 
Aristotle’s views on spiritus. To Galen, spiritus was corporeal, yet invisible; material, albeit 
extremely subtle and rarefied, like a hot vapor (Bono 1995). To Fernel (1554:105), spiritus was 
“an aetherial body, the seat and container of the innate heat and faculties of the soul, the primary 
instrument for the execution of organic functions.” According to Siraisi (1997:159), Fernel’s 
spiritus “flowed down from the heavens into the very substance of terrestrial things”, thereby 
determining their form, and distributed life-giving heat throughout the body, thereby insourcing 
all vital function. Essentially, spiritus was the nexus of body and soul, a tertium quid (Hankins et 
al. 1995). 

Woven throughout such philosophical discourse was a more practical, medicinal meaning 
to the term spiritus. To alchemists and apothecaries, the vapors released by a heated substance 
were spirits, the substance transformed. By the 1700s, spiritus was well established in the 
pharmaceutical lexicon. Thomas Castle (1828:165) defined spiritus as a “name formerly given 
by chemists to all volatile substances collected by distillation”. Alcohol, our fluid of choice for 
preserving natural history specimens, is the spirit of wine, distilled from potables of yeast 
fermentation. 

Fermented beverages can be traced back through human history to 6600–7000 BCE. 
From the Neolithic village of Jiahu, China, pottery jars preserve evidence of a drink fermented of 
rice, honey and fruit, perhaps hawthorn and/or grape (McGovern et al. 2004). In an abundance of 
sugar, wine yeast (Saccharomyces ellipsoideus) continues fermentation until the alcohol rises to 
about 14 percent (Duddington 1958), after which the yeast succumb. To conjure higher spirits, a 
technological breakthrough was needed: distillation. 

Distillation, the practice of condensing vapors evaporated from liquid mixtures, also 
dates to antiquity (Toulmin & Goodfield 1962, Kockmann 2014). In Mesopotamia between 
3000–3500 BCE, the Sumerians crafted earthenware pots to distill a substance for extracting 
essential oils from leaves and herbs (Levey 1959, Kockmann 2014). The Sumerian extraction 
pots, and those later from China, ca. 500 BCE (Needham et al. 1980), are deeply ancestral to the 
Victorian laboratory apparatus called the Soxhlet extractor (Jensen 2007), as well as the modern 
coffee percolator (Toulmin & Goodfield 1962). 

The first use of distillation specifically to purify the products of fermentation is unclear 
(Forbes 1948). Ancient practitioners are certainly cradled with the birth of alchemy in Greco-
Roman Egypt at the dawn of the Common Era (Mertens 2006). The artistry and apparatuses of 
distillation are well developed by the end of 3rd Century, outcomes of a synergy between 
philosophy and technology, scholars and artisans (Forbes 1948, Koenig 1950). At the 
Bibliothèque nationale de France, one finds the oldest descriptions and illustrations of stills as 
they appeared in the Codex Parisinus graecus 2327, one of three or four manuscripts composing 
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the Greek Alchemical Corpus (Mertens 2006). The Alchemical Corpus, a vast miscellany 
compiled in Byzantine times, includes the scattered the writings of Zosimus of Panopolis (fl. ca. 
300 CE), as well as teachings ascribed to his alchemist predecessors (Mertens 2006, 2012). 
Among the latter group is “Maria”, a dual persona attributed to both Maria the Jewess, an 
alchemist in Hellenistic Egypt, and Miriam the Prophetess, elder sister of Moses (Patai 1994). 
Maria the Jewess appears to be a nonfictitious individual and is modernly held as the Mother of 
Western Alchemy (Patai 1982). Her identification with the biblical heroine may be purely 
allegorical, a literary device employed by alchemists to impart “some show of authority to their 
nebulous doctrines” (Holmyard 1957:27). In any event, the authors of the Alchemical Corpus 
hallowed “Maria” for having established the traditions of distillation (Forbes 1948, Patai 1982, 
1994, Halleux 2012). 

The advent of distillation allowed Hellenistic alchemists to rectify the products of 
fermentation to at least 50 percent ethyl alcohol, the minimum strength at which alcohol will 
burn (Simmons 2014). Wine was an early choice for distillers to produce a spirit known today as 
brandy. Roman naturalist and philosopher Pliny the Elder (23–79 CE) described a combustible 
wine that “takes fire on the application of flame” (Bostock & Riley 1855:240). Spiritus 
rectificatus vinosus, or ethanol, was born of a Medieval obsession, the dogged pursuit of the 
purest of substances. Alchemists and apothecaries believed that the repeated distillation, or 
rectification, of wine would yield an elixir of life or the “quintessence”, a fifth element aside 
Aristotle’s air, water, fire and earth. Florentine alchemist Taddeo Alderotti (ca. 1210–1295) 
extolled one such product, aqua vitae, as “the parent and lord of all medicines” and praised “its 
glory inestimable” (McVaugh 1974:785). The power of ethanol to preserve dead specimens 
would not be fully appreciated for another 400 years. 

Simmons (2014) carefully documented the history of ethyl alcohol as a fluid preservative 
of natural history specimens. The ability of distilled wine to keep dead flesh from rot was known 
by the latter 15th Century when Austrian physician Michael Puff von Schrick advertised the folk 
medicinal merits of gebrannt wein, or burned wine2 (Weinlig 1820, Hagen 1876:84, Forbes 
1948). But, the use of alcohol specifically for specimen preservation was not recorded until the 
latter 17th Century. On 4 June 1662, English physician William Croone (1633–1684) produced 
before the Royal Society of London “two embryos of puppy-dogs, which he had kept eight days, 
and were put in spirit in a glass-vial sealed hermetically” (Birch 1756:84). A few months later, 
Anglo-Irish chemist Robert Boyle (1627–1691) showed “a puppy in a certain liquor, in which it 
had been preserved during all the hot months of the summer, though in a broken and unsealed 
glass” (Birch 1756:110).  

The next specimens preserved in alcohol and brought before the Royal Society were a 
“linnet and a little snake, preserved already four months, entrails and all, without any change of 
the colour, in some spirit of wine made after a peculiar manner. Both the glasses, wherein they 
were kept, were ordered to be sealed up with wax, and put into the repository” (Birch 1756:374). 
Those specimens were presented on 20 January 1664, also by Boyle (Birch 1756), and so joined 
a growing Cabinet of Curiosities that eventually became the Society’s museum housed at 
Gresham College, London (Hunter 1989). Seventeen years later, the snake and passerine 
remained preserved in rectified wine in the Society’s Repository according to Nehemiah Grew 
(1681:48,58). Perhaps unaware of Croone’s puppies, or in deference to Boyle’s ego (J. Simmons 
pers. comm.), Grew (1681:58) also noted, “so far as I know, [Bolye] was the first [who] made 
trial of preserving Animals this way”. 
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Pioneering achievements in plant anatomy aside, Nehemiah Grew (1641–1712) was 
perhaps among the first professional hires to execute the curatorial duties of a large and 
institutionally assembled natural history collection. Cabinets of Curiosities had existed centuries 
before. Perhaps the most spectacular was amassed in Bologna by Ulisse Aldrovandi (1522–
1605), regarded by Linnaeus as the father of natural history studies (Cristini 2014). Aldrovandi 
intended his ‘theatre’ of some 18,000 specimens of animals, plants, minerals and artworks to 
serve as an inventory of the word’s natural history (Stacey & Hay 2007). Care for such early 
collections, however, relied heavily on the individual who assembled them, the curator, and his 
minions. In a qualified sense, Nehemiah Grew may have been the first professional collection 
manager of a major museum of natural history. 

Grew was granted a one-year appointment as a curator of the Repository in 1672 (Hunter 
1982, Lefanu 1971), one year after receiving his medical degree in Leiden. In 1678, Grew was 
tasked to organize and inventory the Repository’s natural history and anthropological collections, 
a job largely completed by the publication of his Musaeum Regalis Societatis in 1681. Grew’s 
386-page catalog is remarkably thoughtful and displays a clear respect for the intrinsic value of 
the objects in his care. His specimen accounts include informative details on their identity, 
comparative anatomy, size, origin and donor, as well as relevant descriptions by other authors 
that he criticized and corrected when unsatisfactory. The catalog was lavishly illustrated with 22 
plates depicting minerals and specimens from seeds to mammal skulls. In the introduction to his 
section on shells, Grew voiced the organizational challenges common to modern-day curators 
and collection managers: “There is a large Treasure of Shells in this museum: in all, great and 
small, about six hundred. The Reduction of all which to the Order of Nature, whoever shall go 
about, will find to be no little Task” (Grew 1681:124). 

By the summer of 1681, around the time when Grew set aside his museum work to 
further his medical practice, John Evelyn, a founding member of the Society, remarked that the 
Repository was “put…into an excellent method” (Hunter 1989:153). Responsibilities for the 
collection subsequently “devolved to the Society’s more menial operators and clerks” (Hunter 
1989:153), and by 1710 the Repository evidently suffered from years of neglect. A visiting 
German scholar, Zacharias Conrad von Uffenbach, wrote dismissively in his travel-journal, 
“Hardly a thing is to be recognized, so wretched do they all look…the finest instruments and 
other articles [are] not only in no sort of order or tidiness but covered with dust, filth and coal-
smoke, and many of them broken and utterly ruined” (Hunter 1989:153; Henderson 2010). In the 
absence of dedicated, professional care, entropy and decay filled the void. 

In an early account on the origin and development of natural history museums, German 
entomologist Hermann August Hagen (1817–1893) hailed the discovery of the preservative 
properties of alcohol as most important “to the existence and preservation of collections” (Hagen 
1876:84). The ability of alcohol to maintain the integrity of natural history specimens is well 
tested, but spirits alone cannot ensure the durability of collections and the institutions that house 
them. The Spiritus Award of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
recognizes the importance of those dedicated to the preservation, management and advancement 
of natural history collections of fishes, amphibians and reptiles. 
 

“In a really interesting and obvious way, every new discovery, every 
improvement in the manner of preservation, has given a newer and stronger 
impulse to the enlargement of [natural history] collections, to the perfection of 
science”.         —H.A. Hagen 1876:82 
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1With valuable help from John E. Simmons, this essay is carefully worded to maximize its fidelity to scholarly 
sources. An effort was made to separate the wheat (original scholarly works) from the chaff (popular works or 
otherwise scholarly works that misinterpret primary sources). For example, the first distillation of alcohol is 
routinely attributed to the Chinese, ca. 800 BCE. I could not find a primary source to support that claim. In the most 
trusted work consulted here, Needham et al. (1980:78-79) stated: “All indications justify the Liu Chhao period 
[period of Six Dynasties, ca. 220–589 BCE sensu Tan 2014:141] as the time when we can first be reasonably sure of 
distillation in China”. Although the Eastern origins of the still are obscure, Needham et al. (1980:162) concluded, 
“strong alcohol began to drip from the side-tubes of Chinese stills from the +7th century onwards…”. Diligence in 
such matters transformed a morning’s distraction into a weeklong obsession, a Google-fueled pursuit of the purest 
possible account, a narratio rectificatus.  
 
2In his informative paper on the history of natural history museums, Hagen (1876:84) remarked on a work printed in 
1483 in Augsburg that “set forth the excellent qualities of the fluid [alcohol], and stated decidedly that it had been 
proved that all meat, fish, and fowl put up in alcohol would be well preserved, and would never decay”. Hagen 
thereby considered the use of alcohol “for the preservation of animal substance” to date “not much before 1483”. 
The work in question is a manuscript prepared ca. 1455-1466 by Austrian physician Michael Puff von Schrick, and 
printed in various forms from 1478 to the early 1500s (Forbes 1948:108). Schrick’s work (see Weinlig 1820) 
contained medicinal recipes compiled from other sources, and in 1484 he was accused of plagiarizing Dr. 
Bartholomaeus of Benevent [corrected to Salerno by Forbes]. Forbes translated two passages accordingly: “anyone 
who drinks half a spoon of brandy [distilled wine] every morning will never be ill” and “when one is dying and a 
little brandy is poured into his mouth, he will speak before he dies”. Edgar Lehr (pers. comm. 2015) translated a 
third passage, presumably the source Hagen’s remarks: “Who pours wine into a dead, it does not rot nor does it stink 
on earth or below. When meat is coated with it, rare or cooked, it does not rot nor does it stink. Also if burnt wine 
[brandy] is poured into turbid wine it will become good again”. Lehr noted that Schrick’s passages read like 
anecdotes advertising the wonderfully useful properties of brandy. Likewise, John E. Simmons (pers. comm. 2015) 
considered Schrick’s passage to reflect commonly held beliefs that brandy was a powerful tonic, rather than 
knowledge of alcohol as a preservative.  —M.H. Sabaj Pérez, 8 June 2015 
 
Submitted for the committee, 
Mark Sabaj Pérez, Committee Chair 
 
38.  NFJC: Joint ASIH-AFS Committee on Names of Fishes – Larry M. Page 
 

The 7th edition of the Common and Scientific Names of Fishes from the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico was published in March 2013 as American Fisheries Society Special 
Publication 34.  Since then the Joint ASIH-AFS Committee on Common and Scientific Names of 
Fishes has been updating the ‘List’ for an 8th edition as well as discussing with AFS 
development of an online version of the List where proposed changes in names can be posted as 
they appear in print and/or are recommended by the Committee, thereby providing opportunities 
for comments from members of ASIH and AFS to be considered by the Committee.  

Most recent activities by the committee have followed the decision to expand coverage of the 
List to the boundaries of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), beyond the bathymetric (200-m 
depth) limit used in previous editions.  This will produce a list of all species within the legal 
jurisdictions of the U.S., Canada and Mexico. 

  
Submitted by Larry M. Page (Chair) for the committee: Lloyd T. Findley, Carter R. Gilbert, 
Robert N. Lea, Nicholas E. Mandrak, Juan Jacobo Schmitter-Soto, Karsten E. Hartel, Carole C. 
Baldwin, and H. J. Walker.   
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39.  NSCAR:  Representative to the Natural Science Collections Alliance - 
Larry M. Page   
 
            The NSC Alliance is a nonprofit association that supports natural science 
collections.  The approximately 100 institutional members are part of an international 
community of institutions that house natural science collections and utilize them in research, 
exhibitions, academic and informal science education, and outreach activities.  Key activities and 
accomplishments of the NSC Alliance during the past year included the following: 
 
• Partnered with AIBS and the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections to 
launch a national initiative to build a biocollections community that is able to implement and 
achieve the goals of the Network Integrated Biocollections Alliance. The project is supported by 
a five-year grant from the National Science Foundation. 
• After years of advocacy from NSC Alliance and the scientific collections community, the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy issued a directive to federal agencies to 
develop policies to improve the management of and access to federal scientific collections. 
• Provided testimony to House and Senate Appropriations Committees in support of increased 
funding for research, curation, and digitization of natural history collections from the National 
Science Foundation and the Department of the Interior. 
• In collaboration with other scientific organizations, NSC Alliance pushed for 
increased funding for basic research to close the innovation deficit and opposed 
further restrictions on the ability of federal employees to attend scientific 
conferences. 
• Served as an allied partner in the Heritage Health Information 2014 Survey, 
which will assess the state of the nation’s collections held by museums, scientific 
research collections, archaeological repositories, archives, and libraries. 
• Released a new paper in the NSC Alliance series “On the Importance of 
Scientific Collections” about the use of genetic information preserved in natural 
history specimens to inform wildlife management research. 
• Provided regular policy and news updates via the NSC Alliance Washington 
Report. The newsletter is freely available. Subscribe at www.nscalliance.org. 
Natural  
40.   SPUC:  Special Publications Committee – Jonathan W. Armbruster  

 
Sales remained relatively steady, but Special Pub. #6 has dropped. We had recommended 

that the book be made available through Amazon for $110 last year, but that was not 
accomplished.   

 
 
Total Sales Figures 
 
Special Publication #3:  2004: 16 copies,      $542.00 
Collection Building  2005: 14 copies      $448.50 
     2006: 13 copies      $453.00 
     2007: 14 copies      $440.25 
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